
Chamber Mission . . .  To advance the economic, industrial, professional, cultural and civic welfare in order to improve the 

ñQuality of Lifeò in communities served by StrongLand. 

Calendar of Events  
Apr. 01 - 8:00 am - Marketing Committee, Kiski Area 

Adm. Bldg. 
Apr. 01 - 3:30 - Leadership Alle-Kiski Valley  
Apr. 06 - 4:30 pm - Finance Committee Mtg. - 

Chamber Office 
Apr. 07 - Noon - Special Events Committee Mtg., 

Chamber 
Apr. 09 - 7:30 am - Board Meeting, Allegheny 

Township Community Building 
Apr. 14 - Noon - Golf Committee Meeting, River 

Forest Country Club 
Apr. 14 - 3:00 pm, Federation of Chambers of 

Commerce Mtg., Allegheny Valley COC 
Apr. 15 - 8am - Gov. Relations Committee Mtg. - 

McCutcheon Enterprises, Inc. 
Apr. 16 - 10:00 am - ñHow to get the Most from Your 

StrongLand Membershipò. - Chamber 
office 

Apr. 16 - 5:30 pm - Bike Race Committee Meeting 
Apr. 20 - Noon - Economic Development/KVE Mtg. - 

Chamber office 
Apr. 23 - 12:30 pm - Education Committee Mtg. - 

Conference Room Parks Bend Business 
Center 

Apr. 23  -  7:00 pm, Government &  
Chamber Clam Bake, River Forest 
Country Club 

Apr. 29  - Noon - Chairperson Committee Meeting 
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22nd Annual Government & Chamber Clam Bake 

25th Annual StrongLand Golf Outing 

Tour de StrongLand Bike Race 

StrongLand River Sojourn 
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Tour de Trout Fishing Derby 

Tax Credit Program 

Mathematics League 
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Members With Something To Say 

22nd Annual Government & Chamber Clam Bake 

How to Get the Most From Your StrongLand 
Membership 

The American Recovery & Reinvestment Act 
Summary 

25th Annual Golf Outing 

12th Annual Canoe Sojourn 

Application for Educational Improvement Tax 
Credits 

2009 Flag-A-Rama  

Chamber Choice 

Hill Crest Country Club 

What You Should Know About Excavating & the 
Natural Gas Pipeline Facilities in Your Area 

THE AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACTé

WHAT DOES IT OFFER TO OUR COMMUNITIES AND 

BUSINESSES?  (source ñwww.recovery.gov)  

Just in case youôve been wondering how the new 
Federal Stimulus Programs , officially known as the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act , may 
impact your business and your community, weôd like to 
provide you with a ñsummary of the summaryò and 
refer you to detailed information you may find, not only interesting, but 
useful, too.  For more information go to :  www.casey.senate.gov.  Included 
in this mailing is a summary of the Actôs provisions, as reviewed by the 
StrongLand Chamberôs Government Relations Committee.  Please 
take a few moments to look at the summary in this mailing and go to the 
websites to fill in the details.   
 
By reading this resource, I hope you will find ways to take advantage of one 
or more recovery programs.  Some of the programs are just being 
formulated, so you may want to have a say in how they are finally 
developed so that they provide the best advantages for our areaôs 
businesses and communities. This is why it is  extremely  important  to  be 
pro -active  as the details of the programs are being written and unveiled.  
Communicating with our elected officials, via letter or conversations, is 
extremely important, right now.  Education about the new programs and 
attendance at the StrongLand Government and Chamber Clam Bake  
(reported in this edition of the QuickLetter) could be a very wise investment 
in the future of your company and region.   
 
By the way, if you would like to discuss your questions and concerns 
about these pieces of legislation, please call 724 -845-5426. Þ 

GETTING  THE  MOST  FROM  YOUR  CHAMBER  

MEMBERSHIP  (flier enclosed) 

If youôve ever had a question about the value  of  
your  Chamber  Membership , this is the program 
you really need to attend!  At this workshop 
scheduled for 10:00 a.m., Thursday, April 16

th
, 

2009, at the Chamber Office  in Parks Bend, entitled ñHow to Get the 
Most from Your Chamber Membership,ò the StrongLand Board and 
Staff will hear your concerns and take the time to walk you through 
Chamber services and programs that may provide your business 
with benefits .  Whether itôs health care, networking, ways to get 
your name in front of Members and the public , you will come away 
from this program feeling that it was well worth your time.   
 
For our  newest  Members , this workshop will be an Orientation to 
Chamber Services  and for  ñlong-timeò Members  this will be a 
chance to learn about the Chamber benefits of which you may not 
currently be taking advantage .  Please review the flier, enclosed in 
this mailing, and register today!  If you donôt like filling out a registration 
form, you can make a phone reservation by calling 724-845-5426.  
Donôt hesitate, because space is limited to 20 participants and the 
workshop is coming up very quickly.  Þ  
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THE CLAMBAKE IS THE REGIONõS LARGEST LEGISLATIVE RECEPTION 

 éNOW IS THE TIME FOR ALL GOOD PEOPLE TO TAKE ACTION!!! 

Even though the Annual Government and Chamber Clam Bake  has always served a very important function for 
the business community, with all the changes that are taking place in the ñNew Economy,ò the Clam Bakeôs 
purpose becomes even more critical!  If you ever wanted to get a point across, or gain attention for a specific need 
or project, then you really must  make the effort to BE THERE!!!  If we donôt show an interest now in whatôs 

going on legislatively, we might as well forget it!   
 
Weôve challenged the elected officials to come and be a part of the dialogue that will take place on Thursday, April 
23rd, 2009 at the River Forest Country Club  between 7 and 9 p.m.  We expect that they will appear from every 
level of government; local, county, state and federal, to explain the new programs and listen to what the ñvoice  of business ò has to 
say.  The ñvoice of businessò is you, the owners and managers of our regionôs economy.  Now if  that  isnôt an important  enough  
role  that  demands  your  attention,  then  nothing  is!!!    We need youé so please sign up to participate, using the enclosed 
Clambake Registration Form, or call us at 724-845-5426 to be a part of shaping the countryôs future.  Þ 

GOLF OUTING TAKES SHAPE  

The River Forest Country Club  is so pleased to have StrongLand Members coming to their course for the 25th Annual  StrongLand 
Golf Outing  on Monday, July 13 th, that they are ñpulling out all stopsò to make this yearôs event one that you will always remember.  
The food will be, without a doubt, top quality and the course will be in the best condition ever.  Our prizes, thanks to the Chamber 

and its Sponsors , will be far beyond those of other local golf outings.  Brian Potter , Chairman of the Golf 
Outing, and his Committee are working hard to make sure that you will always want to come back to a 
StrongLand Event.  If you were at last yearôs Outing at Birdsfoot  you will understand what I mean; it was 
superb!   
 
Already, we have golfers and sponsors signing-on to be a part of our very special 25th Anniversary  
Celebration .  This year marks the 25th Golf Outing that the StrongLand Chamber has held.  It is also the 
Chamberôs 25th Birthday, meaning that the Golf Outing has become a special tradition.  Not too many other 
organizations can make a claim that they have held a golf event, annually for twenty -five years .  The 
longevity speaks well for the quality of the event and we hope you will return to be there when history is made 
this year.  Please review the golf flier, included in this mailing, and make your reservation to play and/or sponsor 
this wonderful program.  Sign up as soon as you can since space is limited.  Þ 

BIKE RACE PROMOTES REGIONAL QUALITY OF LIFEé BECOME A MAJOR SUPPORTER!!! 

One of the things that keeps an area thinking positively about itself is when it is able to offer upbeat and successful programs for its 
citizens, as well as attract attention from people outside the area.  The Tour  de StrongLand  Bike  Race is one 
such event that has built a great reputation and a large regional following .  Linking the Race with community 
festivals and celebrations adds excitement and attracts even larger crowds.  The race has been able to adapt and 
change with the times, and now in its 21st year, it is moving its start and finish line into Lower Burrell to be a major 
event in that communityôs 50th Anniversary .  Hundreds of riders and thousands of spectators and festival goes will 
gather in the Burrell Area on Sunday, September 13th, 2009 to kick off a week long celebration which will culminate 
on Saturday, September 19th, with a huge parade, festival and fireworks display in celebration of the actual 50th 
Anniversary date of Lower Burrellôs Charter Signing.  We hope that people will turn out from all over the 
StrongLand Region to take part in the ñBiggest  Birthday  Partyò you may have ever seen.  Please call us and offer 
your assistance with this good cause and help make the festivities the best ever!  A Great  Community,  like  Lower  Burrell,  demands  
a great  Birthday !!! Þ 

STRONGLAND RIVER SOJOURN TAKES ON NEW DIMENSIONS  

On May 14th- 17th,  paddlers from all over the tri-state area will gather at the Armstrong Educational Trustôs 
Environmental Learning Center , located off of  the Route 66 entrance to Crooked Creek State Park.  The 
new location to be used as the eventôs base camp, offers dormitory style facilities for those who sign up to 

participate in the weekend program.  Also available are area day trip programs for those of you who want to get out on the water, but 
are not quite so adventurous.  Please review the enclosed flier to see if you might like to enjoy the best of the Allegheny, Kiski or 
Conemaugh Rivers.  Call us at 724-845-5426 if you need more information or you want to register.  This event is funded, in part, by a 
grant from the Pa. Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and is one of only 9 official sojourns in the state.  Þ 
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TOUR DE TROUT FISH DERBY INTRODUCESé BOBBER THE DOG!!! 

If not for the great fishing, you should bring your family out to the Saturday, June 6th, 2009, StrongLand Tour de 
Trout, to meet the successor to ñFreddie the Fish.ò  Thatôs right, Freddie, who goes way back as the mascot for our 

Fishing Tournament, has been ñlaid to restò to be succeeded by water safetyôs new mascot, ñBobber  the  Dog.ò  Bob 
Hunt, Chairman of the StrongLand Fishing Contest, would like to invite all of you to come and welcome, the new mascot 
when he makes his debut on June 6th.  
 
The Tournament has earned  a reputation as a wonderful family event.  For only $5 per participant, you could be eligible to 

earn an hourly, $25 dollar prize for the longest trout caught, with cumulative awards given at the end of the day for all 
categories of fishermen, women and kids.  Itôs a ñfun-time eventò for everyone, taking place from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m., and I 

might add, if you pay attention to what you are doing it can be very rewarding.  Each business  that  is  a member  of  the StrongLand  
Chamber  will  be receiving  a poster  to  display  and a $25 dollar  book  of  tickets  that  we hope  you  will  buy  to  give  as gifts  to 
your  family,  friends  and favorite  employees  or  you  will  sell  to  anyone  interested  in participating .  After the tickets are gone, we 
would like you to send us the proceeds and sold ticket stubs so that we can validate everyone who comes to fish for prizes.  The 
proceeds are extremely important to the Chamber, since this a ñbreak-evenò event that is intended to be a nice family outing for 
the entire region.  Þ 

STRONGLAND OFFERS TAX CREDIT APPROVED PROGRAMéHEREõS HOW YOU CAN RETAIN YOUR 

TAX DOLLARS TO HELP LOCAL STUDENTS  

If you want to come up with a ñsure-firedò way to do something really good for the area while you are 
doing a good thing for yourself, then you need to look into the Educational Improvement Tax Credit 
Program  offered by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania .  The StrongLand   Chamber  Foundationôs 
Entrepreneurial  Program  for  High  School  Students  is a State approved recipient for Tax Credit Dollars, 
and what makes the tax credit program superior to any other way to donate money is that it doesnôt cost 
you one single dime ; this is not a tax deduction where you can take only a certain percentage off your 
taxes, this is a true tax credit  where you can send up to 90% of what you would normally pay the State of 
Pennsylvania in taxes and divert it to an Educational Improvement Tax Credit Organization, which the StrongLand Chamber 
Foundation is.  All of the money contributed to the StrongLand Chamber Foundationôs Entrepreneurial Program will be 
spent on that specific programôs purpose, which is to help local high school students learn how to set up a business  and 
actually set one up by the end of a 7 week course.  The program includes lessons on writing business and marketing plans, 
legal aspects of business set-up and more.  The course was offered by the StrongLand Chamber Foundation in the Fall of 
2008 and was a complete success with 8 students completing the course and moving toward business set -up . Your tax 
credit could help us to reach more students with valuable resources as well as financial support.   
 
If you would like more information on how you could participate, all you need to do is go to:  
www.NewPA.com/find -and-apply -for -funding/funding -and-program -finder/funding -detail/index.aspx?progId -62.   
 
This will get you to the program description and state Application for Educational Improvement Tax Credits,  which is quite 
simple to fill out.  You must apply soon so that you can receive a state endorsement for the 2009-2010 allowances which will 
be given out in July, 2009.  The application is included in this mailing so that you can see how easy it is for your 
business to get into the program .  Please call us at 724-845-5426, if you have any questions about the Tax Credit Program 
or the StrongLand Foundationôs Entrepreneurial Program.  Þ 

NEWSBREAK:  MATH LEAGUE STANDINGSé. 

The Kiski Area High School  took the honors as the top school in the 2008-2009 StrongLand Math League , held at 
Penn State New Kensington on Tuesday, March 31, 2009.  Coming in a very close second was Burrell, followed closely 

by Valley High School.  Present to watch the event were the parents of former participant, Colin Grau, fatally injured 
in an auto accident.  A combined contribution was presented to his family by StrongLand and 

Penn State New Kensington  in support of the Scholarship Fund set up in Colinôs name.  Special 
thanks goes to the eventôs sponsors:  The Bozzone Family Foundation, Summit College 

Funding, Byers Taxi and Busing Service, Comcast, Burrell Area Rotary, Westmoreland 
County Community College, Gailôs Ladylocks, Five Starr Catering and Best Buy 
Employees at the Mills.  Þ 
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