
Chamber Mission . . .  To advance the economic, industrial, professional, cultural and civic welfare in order to improve the 

“Quality of Life” in communities served by StrongLand. 

Calendar of Events 
Apr. 05 - 5:30 pm - Tour de Trout Committee Mtg., 

Myers Print Shop 

Apr. 06 - 8:00 am - Marketing Committee Meeting, 

KASD 

Apr. 07 - 3:30 pm - Leadership Alle-Kiski Valley, 

Lenape Vo Tech 

Apr. 08 - 7:30 am - StrongLand Board Meeting, 
Allegheny Township Community Bldg. 

Apr. 13 - Noon - Special Events Committee Mtg., 

Chamber Office 
Apr. 15 - Leadership Alle-Kiski Valley, Economic 

Development Session, Alcoa Lab 
Apr. 15 - 8:00 am - Membership Committee Meeting, 

Chamber Office 
Apr. 15 - 12:30 pm - Education Committee Mtg. - 

Conference Room Parks Bend Business 
Center 

Apr. 19 - Noon - Economic Development/KVE Mtg. - 

Chamber Office 
Apr. 20 - 7:45 am - StrongNet; Where Members Meet to 

Network 
Apr. 21 - 8:00 am - Government Relations Committee 

Mtg., McCutcheon Enterprises 
Apr. 20 - Noon - Economic Development/KVE Mtg. - 

Chamber Office 
Apr. 28 - 8:00 am - Committee Chair Meeting. 
Apr. 29 - 7:00 pm - Government & Chamber Clam Bake, 

River Forest Country Club 
Apr. 30 - Lenape Tech Expo 
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Tour de Trout Fishing Derby 
2010 FLAG-A-RAMA 
StrongLand Quiz Bowl 
Windows 7 Seminar 
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Members With Something To Say 

23
rd

 Annual Government & 
Chamber Clam Bake 
26

th
 Annual Golf Outing 

Alle-Kiski-Connie Rivers Sojourn 
Armstrong County Forum for 
Workforce Development 
Wireless Zone 
StrongNet, Where Members meet 
to Network 
2010 FLAG-A-RAMA  

THE CLAM BAKE IS UPON USé  

SAVE $5.00 .. REGISTER IN ADVANCE 

Itôs the reception event of the season; the 23rd Annual 
Government and Chamber Clam Bake, scheduled for 
Thursday, April 29th, 2010, from 7 – 9 p.m. at the River 
Forest Country Club.  Hosted by the StrongLand 
Chamber of Commerce and co-sponsored by all of the Alle
-Kiski Chambers of Commerce.  You will be able to come 
and meet the region’s top business owners and managers 

as you meet informally with all of the elected officials who represent us 
at a county, state and federal level. This should be an exciting event 
because of the upcoming primary.  Members from the Allegheny 
Valley, Armstrong County, Arnold, New Kensington and 
StrongLand Chambers of Commerce members will be there. 
 

Take a look at the enclosed flier to see all of the elected officials who 
have been invited.  Sign up today and save $5 off the door admission. Þ 

2010 STRONGLAND GOLF OUTING TAKES SHAPE!! 

The Lenape Heights Golf Course is pleased to have 
StrongLand Members coming to their course for the 
26th Annual StrongLand Golf Outing on Friday, 
July 16th.  They are ñpulling out all the stopsò to make 
this year’s event one that you will always remember.  
The food will be, without a doubt, top quality and the 
course will be in the best condition ever.  Bill 

Woodard, Chairman of the Golf Outing, and his Committee are 
working hard to make sure that you will always want to come back to a 
StrongLand Event.  If you attended last year’s golf outing at River 
Forest Country Club you will understand what I mean; it was superb!   
 

We already have golfers and sponsors signing-on.  So don’t hesitate, 
review the golf flier included in this mailing and make your reservation 
to play and/or sponsor this wonderful program today.  Sign up as 
soon as you can since space is limited.  Þ 

FOR ALL CANOE AND KAYAK ENTHUSIASTS OUT 

THEREé...  

On May 13th- 16th paddlers from all over the tri-state 
area will gather at the Armstrong Educational 
Trustôs Environmental Learning Center for a 
weekend of canoeing.  We also have, for those of you not quite so 
adventurous, area day trip programs.  The ELC offers dormitory style 
facilities for those who sign up to participate in the weekend program.  
Please review the enclosed flier to see if you might like to enjoy the 
best of the Allegheny, Kiski or Conemaugh Rivers.  Call us at 
724.845.5426 to register or for more information.  This event is funded, 
in part, by a grant from the PA Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources.  Þ 
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NEWSBREAK:  QUIZ BOWL FINAL MEET STANDINGSé. 

Nearly 100 students gathered at Penn State New Kensington at 8:30 a.m. March 16th to hold their third and final meet in the 
Annual StrongLand Chamber of Commerce Quiz Bowl.  Seven School Districts participated in the competition with a 
Varsity and a Junior Varsity Team.  The participating schools were:  Apollo Ridge, Burrell, Ford City, Freeport, Kiski, Leechburg 
and Valley (New Kensington-Arnold).  During the three meets each school was up against each other school one time. Each 
High School Team was comprised of five students and selected its most valuable player based upon performance in the 
program.  Prizes included gift certificates to the South Pike Cinemas, plaques and the major traveling trophy which will be 
displayed again this year at the Freeport High School.  To view the Varsity Competition you can go to the Comcast Access 
Channel on Wed., March 24th at 7pm and again on Sat., March 27th, at 10am. 
 

This year’s Sponsors included: 
Platinum Sponsor:  The Bozzone Family Foundation 
Gold Sponsor: The College Planning Coach 
Silver Sponsors:  Burrell Area Rotary, Byers Taxi and Busing Service, Comcast, Westmoreland County Community College, 
and Penn State New Kensington.   
Bronze Sponsors:  Five Starr Catering and Gail’s Ladylocks 
 

Thank you to all of our sponsors, judges, quiz masters, guidance counselors and students.  Without you these programs would 
not be possible. 
 

The final standings were as follows: 

In the Varsity Competition:   
1st  PLACE: 
 FREEPORT HIGH SCHOOL 
2nd PLACE: 
 BURRELL HIGH SCHOOL  
3rd PLACE: 
 APOLLO RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL  

In the Junior Varsity Competition: 
1st  PLACE: 
 FREEPORT HIGH SCHOOL 
2nd  PLACE: 
 BURRELL HIGH SCHOOL 
3rd PLACE: 
 LEECHBURG HIGH SCHOOL 

TOUR DE TROUT FISHING DERBY IS SCHEDULED FOR SATURDAY, JUNE 5
TH

  

Bob Hunt, Chairman of the StrongLand Fishing Contest, would like to invite all of you to come and 
enjoy the day with your rod and reel.  The tournament has earned a reputation as a wonderful family 

event.  For only $5 per participant, you could be eligible to earn an hourly, $25 dollar prize for the longest 
trout caught, with cumulative awards given at the end of the day for all categories of fishermen.  It’s a ñfun-
time eventò for everyone, taking place from 7am to 2pm, and I might add, it can be very rewarding.  Stay 

tuned for more information concerning the ñTour de Troutò in the next couple of months.  Þ 

FLAG PRESENTS THE 2010 FLAG-A-RAMAé. 

FLAG (Freeport Leechburg Apollo Group, Inc.) is having their 2010 FLAG-A-RAMA fundraiser scheduled for 5pm  
Saturday, May 22nd, Lingrow Farm, Leechburg.  Tickets are $75 each which includes a chance for the raffle, dinner 
and beverages.  You can purchase a second ticket for only $65, which is a savings of $10 or group tickets are available 
at $70 each (must be a group of eight).  Other ways to contribute to the fundraiser, would be by placing an ad in their 
Event Program (see enclosed flier for cost and sizes) or by donating a prize for the raffle.  For more information call 
Laura Stettmier 724.448.0360 or Mary Bowlin 724.295.6551.  Þ 

Would you like to learn more about Microsoft Office Windows 7? 

Have you ever wondered which computer operating system is best for you and your business?  There are so many out there 
and just in the past 10 years there have been approximately 6 different operating systems released by Microsoft.  The latest 
operating system from Microsoft, Windows 7, is supposed to be the best.  The system will simplify your everyday tasks, work 
the way you want and make new things possible.  If you would like to learn more about Windows 7, StrongLand has teamed 
up with Total Communications Management Services, a Microsoft certified company, to show you all the ins and outs of 
Windows 7.  Look for a flier in next month’s mailing concerning the May seminar, but in the meantime, you contact the Cham-
ber office at 724.845.5426 or strongland@windstream.net for more information or to sign up.  Space is limited.Þ  
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FIRST COMMONWEALTH BANK  offers ñFREEò Small Business Checking with some valuable benefits:  500 

transactions per month, no minimum balance requirement, convenient remote deposit and merchant services, free 

access to over 35,000 ATMs nationwide and online banking services. Your ñFREEò  MasterCard Business Check 

Card is great for quick cash without fees almost anywhere.  Stop in and check out all the services that First 

Commonwealth Bank has to offer with three convenient locations 152 Grant Avenue, Vandergrift and two locations 

in Leechburg at 152 Market St., and 1147 S. Leechburg Hill Rd. 
 

The VANDERGRIFT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM, INC. (VIP)  needs your help for an upcoming event for 

Vandergrift and East Vandergrift.  The 7th Annual Vandergrift Clean-Up Day is scheduled for Saturday, May 1st 

from 8am - 2pm in downtown Vandergriftôs Columbia Avenue Parking Lot.  They will provide community members 

with the opportunity to dispose of unwanted items.  This year, the landfill fees are no longer covered by the state and 

VIP is seeking sponsorships to help pay for the dumpsters that will be used.  There are several levels of sponsorships 

- Gold for $400; Silver for $200; and Patron for any dollar amount.  If you can help with this cause, checks can be 

made out to the Vandergrift Improvement Program, PO Box 77, Vandergrift, PA  15690.  Cash or credit cards are 

also accepted and can be made at the VIP office at 132 Grant Avenue. 
 

News Flash from Chamber Choice:  The Childrenôs Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act 

(CHIPRA)  of 2009 requires an employer that maintains a group health plan in a state that provides medical 

assistance under a state Medicaid Plan or child health assistance under a State child health plan in the form of 

premium assistance for the purchase of coverage under a group health plan, is required to make certain disclosures. 
 

Specifically, the employer is required to notify each employee of potential opportunities for premium assistance 

under Medicaid and the Childrenôs Health Insurance Program (CHIP) for health insurance coverage of the employee 

or the employeeôs dependents.  Employers are required to provide these notices by the later of the following dates: 

(1) the first day of the first plan year after February 4, 2010; or (2)  May 1, 2010. 
 

The Department of Labor and Health and Human Services has developed a model notice for use by employers on the 

Department of Labor website www.dol.gov. 
 

Please contact your JRG Advisor, Renay Gontis, with any questions at renay.gontis@jrgadvisors.net. 
 

Tri -City Life Center  is having a ñSpring to Lifeò Dinner Dance with a  Chinese/Silent Auction.  This event will 

start at 5:30pm at the Hillcrest Country Club on Saturday, April 17th, followed by a Buffet Dinner at 6:30pm with a 

cash bar.  Music by ñCelebrateò.  Cost is $35/person.  For tickets or more details call 724.339.9399. 
 

Cherry Wood Golf Course completed an extensive renovation program in 2009.  The waste areas on #8, #11, and 

#13 have been replaced, with the help of the DEP Wetlands Program.  This program safely removed the boney on 

the back nine, replacing it with eight new lakes.  Golfer response has been extremely positive.  Some golfers are 

even suggesting that #13 should replace #8 as our signature hole.  This year we will continue our popular ñVets Play 

Freeò policy:  Veterans, as well as, police officers and fire fighters play FREE on Tuesdays and Saturdays after 

2pm.  Carts are not included in this special, but are not required.  Call 724.727.2546 for more information. 
 

Eric Shultz, Creation in Focus Photography, finds inspiration and motivation everywhere. The 1974 Burrell High 

School graduate, became interested in photography as a teen.  He donates his time and talents as a photographer for 

the Lower Burrell No. 3 Fire Company by taking pictures of vehicular accidents, fire calls and to contribute to the 

fire companyôs historical records.  He prefers candid moments to posed pictures and capturing the simplest moments 

in nature, such as berries in the rain, details that most people donôt see.  Contact Creation in Focus Photography for 

all your photography needs at 724.448.4283 or ericschultz@creationinfocus.com. 



Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. . 

  24 HOUR  EMERGENCY SERVICE 24 HOUR  EMERGENCY SERVICE  

(724) 335(724) 335 -- 08250825  

4389 Leechburg Road  Á  Route 56  Á  New Kensington, PA 15068 
Phone  (724) 335 -0825   Á  Fax  (724) 335 -0862   Á  E-mail  info@fergusonhvac.net  

SALES  SALES  ÁÁ    INSTALLATION  INSTALLATION  ÁÁ    SERVICESERVICE  
FREE ESTIMATES  FREE ESTIMATES  ÁÁ      FINANCING AVAILABLEFINANCING AVAILABLE 
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StrongLand Chamber of Commerce 

1129 Industrial Park Road 

Box 10, Suite 108 

Vandergrift, PA  15690 

AMATO FINANCIAL  SERVICES 
LEECHBURG PROFESSIONAL BUILDING  

165 Third Street · Leechburg, PA 15656 

724.845.7338 

WWW .FRANKAMATO .COM  
Awarded 2009 Pittsburgh Magazine  Five Star 
Wealth Manager - Best in client satisfaction 

RETIREMENT INCOME PLANNING  · LIFE INSURANCE PLANNING  · INVESTMENTS · HEALTH INSURANCE · LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE 


