
Chamber Mission . . .  To advance the economic, industrial, professional, cultural and civic welfare in order to improve the 

ñQuality of Lifeò in communities served by StrongLand. 

Aug. 6 - 5pm - Finance Committee Mtg. - 
Chamber office 

Aug. 11 - Noon - Special Events Committee 
Mtg. - Chamber Office 

Aug. 13 - 7:30am - Board Mtg., Allegheny 
Twp. Community Building 

Aug. 17 - Noon - KVE/Transportation 
Committee Mtg. - Chamber Office 

Aug. 19  - 8am - Government Relations 
Committee Mtg., McCutcheon 
Enterprises, Inc. 

Aug. 19  - 21 - Armtech Showcase - Belmont 
Arena, West Kittanning 

Aug. 20 - 8:30am - Membership Committee 
Mtg. - Chamber Office 

Aug. 26  - Noon - Chairperson Committee Mtg. 
- Chamber Office 

Aug. 27  - 5:30pm - Bike Race Committee Mtg. 
Sept. 07 - Labor Day  
Sept. 10 - 7:30 am, Board Mtg., Allegheny 

Twp. Community Building 
Sept. 12/13 - Bike Race  
Sept. 15  - 7:45am - StrongNet Member Mtg., 

Allegheny Twp. Community Bldg. 
Auditorium 
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A Penny For Your Thoughts  

$20 Chamber Buck Program  

ñSTRONGNETò Business Networking 

Leadership Alle -Kiski Valley  
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Golf Outing Summary  

Tour de StrongLand Bike Race  

Lower Burrellôs 50th Anniversary Carnival 
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StrongLand Chamberôs 8th Annual HomExpo 

StrongLand Chamberôs 25th Anniversary 

Celebration  

StrongLand Chamber Directory Advertising  

Members With Something to Say  

Tour de StrongLand Poster & Flier 
Member Thank You - $20 Chamber Buck 
Directory Advertising Form 
ñSTRONGNETò Business Networking 
A Penny For Your Thoughts 
Lenape Adult & Continuing Education 
Harvest Celebration 
Taste of Allegheny Valley 

VALUE DERIVED FROM CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP  

The Chamber of Commerce is here to serve you with many 

valuable services and programs designed to enhance your 

marketing efforts and make our region a better place to live, work 

and play. Knowing about the Chamberôs services and programs 

is only a first step to deriving benefits from them.  Often time, the 

missing step is for you, the StrongLand Chamber Member, to play an active 

role by getting involved in Chamber Networking.  Of course, the listing in the 

directory or on the Chamberôs web site will help if someone is specifically 

looking for your products and services, but beyond that, it is of the utmost 

importance for you to support or get involved with a Chamber Event or, simply 

call the Chamberôs Office at 724.845.5426 to share a success story, request 

assistance with your marketing or ask for help in solving a business related 

problem.  By doing this you are putting yourself in a better position to receive 

the positive recognition you deserve, thusly creating a wider interest in your 

businessô products and services. 

 

Below you will find a partial summary of StrongLand Chamber benefits that 

you can utilize to let people know who you are and what you do: 

 

Take advantage of free advertising by reporting a positive aspect of 

your business in the Chamberôs Monthly QuickLetter in the section 

called ñMembers with Something to Say.ò(the best time to submit is 

mid month) 

Place an insert advertisement in the QuickLetter which targets 

Business Owners and Managers. 

Make sure that your Chamber Listings are correct and up-to-date on 

the Chamberôs Website and in the, soon to be published, Chamber 

Directory of Business and Industry. 

Establish your place of business as a recognized location where your 

employees and customers can learn about Chamber Programs and 

Events. 

Take part in Chamber programs and events, all of which are open to 

you and your employees.  Encourage employees to take part in 

Chamber activities.  Remember that positive networking is done when 

you or your employees meet the public and other Chamber Members. 

Get a booth in Chamber sponsored festivals.  Consider having a 

presence in the StrongLand HomExpo where thousands of people can 

hear about your business.  

Attend Chamber Business-to-Business Networking Events, like the 

NEW StrongNet Breakfasts, described in this edition of the 

QuickLetter. 

If you provide health insurance for yourself or your employees get a 

proposal from ChamberChoice to see if you can save any money. 

Use the StrongLand ñHot Flashò E-Mail Blast to send out important 

news about your business.  Just send us your news-worthy information 

and weôll send it out to the entire StrongLand Membership. 

 

Remember, getting your name out there by utilizing the above benefit helps to 

insure that your market-share will grow.   ƴ 
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òA PENNY FOR YOUR THOUGHTS ó ABOUT CHAMBER SERVICES  

Included in this mailing you will find an ñeasy-to-fill -outò survey that is intended to help the StrongLand Chamber 
of Commerce improve and add services that are necessary to your own ñbusinessô well-being.ò  The attached 
survey  lists many of the Chamberôs Activities and Benefits.  Please take a few moments to rate the value of 
each of these items on a 1 to 5 scale; one being the lowest and five being the highest or best rating.  When 
returned by August 21st, the forms will be reviewed by the StrongLand Planning Committee and used as a way to 
judge the effectiveness of each of the Chamberôs benefits and activities.  Please be honest  about your feelings 

and list your companyôs name and contact person if you would like us to know who is responding, especially if follow -up is needed .  
Please be advised that you can mail your survey to The StrongLand Chamber of Commerce, 1129 Industrial Park Road, Box 10, Suite 

108, Vandergrift, PA, 15690, or you can fax it to 724-845-5428.   We really want your input so we can better meet your needs .  ƴ 

ñCHAMBER BUCK ó PROGRAM FOR YOUé. CHAMBER GIVES YOU $20 

 é.SAVE MONEY ON CHAMBER EVENTS AND ADVERTISING!!! 

The StrongLand Chamber of Commerce wants to thank you for being a Member by giving you 
$20.00 in Chamber Bucks.  The money can be used toward StrongLand Advertising  or 
participation in Chamber programs and events.  The gift, which expires on December 31, 2009 , can 
be used in almost any way you desire, except to pay your Membership, already discounted if pay on 
time, or for your 2010 StrongLand HomExpo Booth.  The $20 can be applied toward your Directory 
Advertising, Annual Dinner Registration, Event/Program Sponsorships, the County 
Commissionersô Breakfast, QuickLetter  Inserts,  registration fees for Chamber Workshops  and 
other events.  To redeem your StrongLand Chamber Bucks, send the Chamber Buck Certificate with your program/event payment 
and receive a $20 discount.  If you canôt use it yourself, you can use it to pay for an employee or guest to attend a StrongLand 
function, as well. 
 

If you have any questions about the 2009, Chamber Buck Program  you can call us at the StrongLand Chamber Office at 724-845-
5426.  Just a reminderé.. Additional Chamber Bucks can be acquired by your business if you sponsor new members ($25 for 

each new member) .  ƴ 

 

StrongLand Chamber of Commerce 
1129 Industrial Park Road 

Box 10, Suite 108 
Vandergrift, PA  15690 SERVING SOUTHERN 

This certificate entitles   

to      a $20 credit for a Chamber expense 

Rwp|qt¢ āQ¥rz£ĂĀCredit Certificate 

Credit Number   #    
Expires   12/31/2009 

Authorized by 

STRONGLAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

òSTRONGNET ó A NEW  STRONGLAND BUSINESS TO BUSINESS PROGRAM  

éLOOKING FOR SPONSORS AND SPEAKERS 

ñTo get results for your businessé get involved.ò  Thatôs the theme that the StrongLand Marketing 
Committee had in mind when it created the NEW Business to Business Networking Program.   On 
September 15th, October 20th, November 17th, and January 19th, the StrongLand Chamber of Commerce 
will hold its first set of Business to Business Networking Breakfasts  at the Allegheny Township Building, each beginning at 7:45 
a.m.  Guaranteed to have you out by 9 a.m., the StrongNet , which is short for StrongLand Networking, will give participants the 
opportunity to learn about other businesses while promoting their own.  The Chamber will send a detailed StrongNet registration flier 
out in the next QuickLetter.  Right now we are seeking a business who might want some ñvalue-added-recognitionò by sponsoring a 
light, Continental Breakfast or providing a speaker for one of its upcoming morning programs.  We hope that StrongLand Members will 
see the benefits of promoting and attending this program.  If you or someone you know would like to provide the StrongNet coffee 
and rolls or keynote speaker, please call one of the following Committee Members:  Tony Colecchi  at 724-448-4899, or Terry 
Froncek  at 724-354-4884 or Kim Stewart  at 412-287-0515.  More details and a participant registration form will follow in the next 

QuickLetter .  (See the flier enclosed in this QuickLetter .)  ƴ 

STRONGLAND PROVIDES SCHOLARSHIP DOLLARS  

FOR A CHAMBER MEMBER TO ATTEND LEADERSHIP ALLE -KISKI VALLEY  (LAKV)  

For the third year in a row, the StrongLand Chamber of Commerce  wants its members to know that scholarship money is available 
to help a StrongLand Member participate in Leadership Alle -Kiski Valley (LAKV) .  At its last Board Meeting, the StrongLand 
Chamber of Commerce voted to assist a StrongLand Member with the $900 tuition to attend the, September through May, Adult 
Leadership Program.  Since its inception 18 years ago, nearly 200 people have taken part in this dynamic, skill building program.  
Besides learning the skills of being an excellent leader, participants in the program reported that the program enriched them both 
professionally and personally.  The contacts made by being a class member, according to alumni, really help when it comes to 
successful job performance.   
 

If you want to know more about the LAKV Program and the StrongLand LAKV Scholarship please call the StrongLand Chamber Office 

at 724-845-5426 or go to the lakv.org  website.  ƴ 
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THE RESULTS OF THE STRONGLAND GOLF OUTING ARE IN  

éFIND OUT òWHO ARE THE TOP GOLFERS?ó 

Perhaps the best day, weather wise, of the entire summer, Monday, July 13th, 2009, the StrongLand Golf Outing, 
celebrating its 25th Anniversary, was held at the River Forest Country Club .  Nearly 60 golfers gathered for a 
fabulous day of golf, food, and fun.  The winning team, shooting a 60 (11 under par), beating Adelphoi Village in 
a tie breaker, was First Commonwealth Bank, headed by John Peyronel , along with Chris Kaminski , Bob 
Serafini  and James Chirdon .  Unfortunately no one got a hole in one or came within 12 inches of the pin, so we 
didnôt have a chance to award the big cash prizes.  Maybe next Year!!! 
 

Some of the other skill prize winners included: Jim Linton  who cleaned house for Citizens Bank by winning the 
foursome from Brackenridge Heights and a twosome from Hill Crest Country Club.  Dennis Murphy  won the 
Lenape Heights foursome, while the Burrell Rotary Team  won a Cherry Wood Foursome.  Dave Abel  picked 

up a foursome from Cabin Greens and Mike Rametta , Rametta Audiology, won the foursome from the Links at Spring Church, 
leaving Chris Kaminski , Kaminski and Kaminski, to win the Oak Lake foursome.  Kevin Snyder , the new PSNK Chancellor, for 
his longest putt, won the River Forest foursome with cart.  Steve Mortimer , playing for Adelphoi Village, picked up Steeler tickets 
from Scott Docherty, CID and a foursome with cart from Willowbrook Country Club. Golf Committee Chairman, Brian Potter , 
Stanford Home Center, won a Birdsfoot foursome, $25 cash and two golf clubs.  Chuck Weston , and Mark Zendarski  won 
some nice golf clubs, too.  All in all it was a great day for the StrongLand Members and Guests who turned out to celebrate the 
StrongLand Golf Outingôs 25th Anniversary.  A special thank you goes out to the 18 tee sponsors, the numerous prize donors 

and Giant Eagle who helped to make this outing possible.  ƴ 

SERVING 

BIKE RACEé COME AND ENJOY THE FUN 

The 21st Annual Tour de StrongLand  is ready to roll on Saturday, September 12 and Sunday, September 13 from Roaring Run 
Park and Lower Burrell, respectively.  A brand new prize structure is in place , thanks to Global Ride, who will be furnishing all 
of the trophies and prizes on Sunday, to celebrate Lower Burrellôs 50th Anniversary  as a city.  This event will kick off a week-
long Anniversary Celebration that will culminate in a huge parade and fireworks display on Saturday, September 19th.  Please 
post the enclosed Bike Race Poster in or around your place of business for all to see!  We thank the following bike race 
sponsors for their contributions to making the 2009 Bike Race a success.  This yearôs Media Sponsors are:  Comcast 
Spotlight, Myers Print Shop and Trib Total Media;  First Place Sponsors are:  Global Ride, Leedôs Business Accessories, 
McCutcheon Enterprises, Inc., Uncle Charleyôs Sausage Co.;  Second Place Sponsors are:  Alle -Kiski Medical Center, 
Byers Taxi/Busing Co. and National City Bank;   Third Place Sponsors are:   Ferguson Heating and Air Conditioning, Inc., 
Gatto Cycle Shop, Stanford Home Center and Tees ïnï Tops;   Fourth and Fifth Place Sponsors 
are:  Clarion Hotel, Five Starr Catering, Kalmar Motors, Met -Tec, Inc. and WestArm Physical 
Therapy.  
 

We want to remind you that the Sunday bike race activities will include festival booths , which are 
available for a nominal charge if you want to promote your products or services.  To sign up for a booth 
on Sunday, September 13th or with the Burrell Merchants on the following Saturday, call us at 
724.845.5426 and we will refer you to the proper people.  The StrongLand Chamber will be giving away 
a fine, $400, Specialized Bicycle  on Sunday, September 13th.  So, if you would like a chance to win the 

bike, stop at a National City Bank , to purchase your raffle tickets.  ƴ 

 

LOWER BURRELLõS 50
TH

 ANNIVERSARY CARNIVAL/FESTIVAL, A GREAT SUCCESS!!!  

Last week, in support of its 50th Anniversary as a city , the former J C Penney parking lot in Lower Burrell was 
transformed into a full scale amusement park , complete with games, rides and community festival booths.   
From July 14th through 18th, a team of organizations, spearheaded by the StrongLand Chamber of Commerce, 
presented Lower Burrellôs first major carnival in nearly a quarter century.  The event took place in the Burrell 
Plaza, where the StrongLand Chamber, the Lower Burrell Merchantsô Association, the City of Lower 
Burrell and its 50

th
 Anniversary Committee  worked together to bring in 17 major amusement rides and 15 skill 

games provided by Swankôs Steel City Shows along with 25 local merchant information and food booths. 
 

One citizen I talked to stated that, ñI cannot remember the last time the community hosted a carnival of any size, let alone 
one this big, bright and exciting.ò  Literally thousands of people poured into the festival all week and truly enjoyed the 
festivities.  On Saturday night the event culminated with a mountain -bike give -a-way .  The family winning the bike was that of 
Jeffery J. Shaw , from Toledo Drive in Lower Burrell.  Many carnival participants expressed the desire for the event to 

become an annual event since it was so successful this year !  ƴ 
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