
Chamber Mission . . .  To advance the economic, industrial, professional, cultural and civic welfare in order to improve the 

ñQuality of Lifeò in communities served by 

 

August 10 - Noon - Special Events 

Committee Mtg., Chamber Office 

August 12 - 7:30 am - StrongLand Board 

Meeting, Allegheny Township 

Community Bldg. 

August 18 - 20 - ArmTech Showcase-

Belmont Complex (Thursday 

evening-public showcase) 

August 19 - 8:00 am - Membership 

Committee Meeting, Chamber 

Office 

August 19 - 5:30 pm - Bike Race Committee 

Mtg. - Giant Eagle, Allegheny Twp. 

August 18 - 8:00 am - Government Relations 

Committee Mtg., McCutcheon 

Enterprises 

August 23 - Noon - Economic Development/

KVE Mtg. - Chamber Office 

August 25 - 8:00 am - Committee Chair 

Meeting. (location T.B.A.) 

August 31  - 9:00 am - Power of 32 Mtg. - 

Allegheny Twp. Bldg. 

August 2010 Calendar of Events 
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StrongLandôs Tail Gate Party 

New Membership Renewal Procedure 

StrongLand Halloween Breakfast 
Chamber Choice/On Demand Offers Lowest 
Rates 
StrongLandôs LAKV Scholarship 

Page 3 
FLAG Sponsored River Trip 

POWER of 32 

StrongLandôs Golf Outing Review 

Student Entrepreneur Program 

Members with Something to Say 

ChamberChoice On-Demand Energy Program 

Commissionerôs Halloween Breakfast 

StrongLand/Steelers Tailgate Party 

Tour De StrongLand Bike Poster & Racer Flier 

Tour De StrongLand Bike Race Registration 
Form 

Breakfast with Congressman Critz/Taste of 
Allegheny Valley 

FLAG River Trip  

Lenape Tech Adult & Continuing Education 

New Kensington Civic Theatre 

APOLLO TRUST COMPANY COMMITS TO THE TOUR DE 

STRONGLAND BIKE RACE  

Well, itôs officialé itôs the Apollo Trust Company 
2010 Tour de StrongLand.   Southwestern 
Pennsylvaniaôs oldest and largest citizens bike race 
is scheduled to launch its off-road efforts on 
Saturday, September 11

th
 at Roaring Run, near 

Apollo, Pennsylvania and its on road race on 
Sunday, September 12

th
 from the Allegheny Town 

Center Giant Eagle.  The Apollo Trust Companyôs CEO, Nelson 
Person , told us that the decision had been reached following the 
StrongLand Golf Outing on July 16

th
.  This sponsorship allows race 

officials to move forward with plans to make this yearôs event the best 
bike race ever .  The Chamber has agreed to work with the Allegheny 
Cycling Association  and the USA Cycling Federation  to have the race 
officially sanctioned.  Please review a copy of the Bike Race Flier  
enclosed in this mailing for all the wonderful details of the 2010 Race. 
 

Other Sponsors include:  Media Sponsors - Trib Total Media, Comcast 
Spotlight, Myers Print Shop ; 1st Place - Dirty Harryôs Bike Shop, 
Leeds Business Accessories, McCutcheon Enterprises, Inc .; 2nd 
Place - Alle -Kiski Medical Center, Byerôs Taxi, Uncle Charleyôs 
Sausage Co. ; 3rd Place - Ferguson Heating & Air Conditioning, 
Stanford Home Center, Tees ïnï Tops ; 4th & 5th Place - Adelphoi 
Village, Five Starr Catering, Kalmar Chevrolet, Met -Tec, Inc. & 
WestArm Therapy & Homecare.  
 

The race will include a limited number of festival booths (call us if you 
want a booth space to show off your business on Sunday, 
September 12

th 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m .), a classic car show and other 

demonstrations and displays.  Dirty Harryôs Bike Shop in Verona has 
agreed to sponsor and provide our riders with ñtech supportò each day of 
the race.  Youôre all invited to come out to the race and take part in all of 
the festival fun.  Anyone wishing to volunteer to be an on-site part of this 
great event are encouraged to call the StrongLand Chamber of 
Commerce at 724-845-5426 to offer help or provide a prize.  See you at 
the races!!!  Þ 

 HOMEXPO PLANS OPEN ENROLLMENT IN OCTOBER  

Stay tuned for the next ñinstallmentò of the 
StrongLand HomEXPO which is being planned for 
the February 11

th
, 12

th
, and 13

th
 at the Galleria at 

Pittsburgh Mills.  Right now is the time for those who 
were in the show last year to sign up for 2011.  In 
October anyone who is a StrongLand Member and would like a chance to 
select a booth in the show, will be given that opportunity.  The price for a 
Chamber member to lease a 10 x 10 booth space is $585, which is $200 
less than for a non-member.  Everyone who was fortunate enough to be 
in the last show thought it was well worth their time and effort.  Please 
give it serious consideration and take the time to expand your market by 
reaching out to the huge regional base of customers that will be there.  If 
you do not receive a flier and want to be in the show, please give us a 
call at 724.845.5426 and we will see that you do.  Þ 
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SIGN -UP FOR STRONGLANDõS òBIG TAILGATE PARTYó 

With August fast approaching itôs time to begin thinking about the upcoming Pittsburgh Steelers  season.  Weôre hoping for 
an amazing start to what could be a Super Bowl Year!   To get everyone on the same page by celebrating a victory, the 
StrongLand Chamber of Commerce, with the help of Lingrow Farm, will present the, first ever, StrongLand/Steelers 
Tailgate Party , on Sunday, September 26th, 2010, beginning at 11:30 a.m., when our favorite team goes to Tampa Bay.   
Mentioned in last monthôs edition of the QuickLetter, we hope you will take the time to register so that you can get in on all 
the exciting Black and Gold action.  Weôre looking for a win so we need you there to make sure of it. 
 

Open to StrongLand Chamber Members, Guests, Relatives and Employees , this party promises to be more fun than 
you can even imagine.  Check out the enclosed flier in this mailing and if youôre serious about joining the effort, get your reservation in 
early before we reach our 150 person limit.  For the $25 price of admission, weôll provide the food, snacks, beer, soda, spirited 
decorations, relevant booth displays and some entertainment .  Big screen action will be furnished for the game that begins at 1 p.m.  
If youôd like, you can even bring your own favorite wines and mixed drinks, terrible towels or other Steelers Memorabilia to share.  HERE 
WE GO STEELERS, HERE WE GO!!!    Þ 

STRONGLAND IMPLEMENTS NEW MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL PROCEDURE  

When itôs your turn to renew your StrongLand Membership, our Membership Committee, headed by Tony Collechi , has 
come up with a faster and easier way.  First of all, everyone will receive a 5% discount  for re-registering within the month 
when you receive your invoice.  The invoices will be sent out from the Chamber Office one month prior to your 
Membership Anniversary.  At that time, a volunteer from our Membership Committee will call you to encourage you to 
save money by registering early.  Then, if you do not take advantage of the special 30 day offer to save 5%, in your 

Anniversary Month your renewal amount will be at its full face value .  The month after your Anniversary Date re-registration will then 
include a 5% Service Fee , which will have to be added to your membership renewal. 
 

Another helpful, yet optional  feature that you might want to take advantage of is the Automatic Annual Renewal Program .  With this 
program, all you have to do is check the appropriate box and provide your credit card information on the renewal form and next year,  
immediately prior to your anniversary month, we will automatically charge your credit card and save you the 5%.    If you have any 
questions or comments about this new policy please call us at 724-845-5426 to let us know.  Þ 

A SCARY THOUGHTé TIME TO SIGN UP FOR THE STRONGLAND HALLOWEEN BREAKFAST  

Make a reservation to come to this yearôs Commissionersô Halloween Breakfast which will take place at The 
Willowbrook County Club , Friday,  October 29 th beginning at 8 a.m.   Sponsored by the StrongLand Chamber of 
Commerceôs Government Relations Committee, youôll have an excellent chance to hear your Commissionersô  
perspectives not only on whatôs happening at the County level, but you might even get their viewpoints on the end of the 
Stimulus Programs and how they might be affecting County services.  
 

Patty Kirkpatrick, Rich Fink, and Jim Scahill  are invited to represent Armstrong County and Tom Balya, Ted Kopas and Charles 
Anderson are invited to bring you the Westmoreland County point of view.  The Breakfast is grand, complete with eggs and ñmade to 
order wafflesò and the program isnôt complete without someone dawning a costume ñin the spiritò of the day.  The cost for all this 
ñinformation and funò is only $13 dollars  and youôll see that itôs well worth it!!!  Who said that Halloween is just for kids?  The StrongLand 
Halloween Breakfast has become a tradition that youôll want to experience for yourself.  Bring the whole office and turn Halloween Day into 
something specialé itôs a great treat, or is that a trick!  See the enclosed flier for all the ñgoryò details about this great event.   Þ 

STRONGLAND OFFERS SCHOLARSHIP TO A MEMBER FOR LAKV  

Have you ever wanted to be a part of the Leadership Alle -Kiski Valley Class  (LAKV) but didnôt think you could cover the $900 
tuition  that is charged?  Well, youôve got a couple of weeks until their September 9-10 retreat to call us and ask for the $450 
scholarship that we have available for you .  This would save you ½ the fee if you call now, before someone else gets the 
same idea.  The program is its own best endorsement and you could be a part of the networking and learning that will take 

place during its once a month, 9 month program.  Please call us at 724-845-5426 to request the scholarship.  Þ 

NOW IS THE RIGHT TIME TO ENTER AN ELECTRIC POOLé. CHAMBER CHOICE/ON DEMAND OFFERS 

LOWEST RATES EVER  

Right now with the price of electric being at an all time low , it is the best time to think about locking in the low prices for the next 38 months.  
This could save your business thousands of dollars over the next few years.  On Demand Energy Solutions , an affiliate of Chamber 
Choice,  has an open enrollment period right now where you can sign up to ñfreezeò these fabulous rates for the next three years.  Itôs easy 
to do and will save you a bundle, especially as the deregulation goes into effect and the price of electricity is allowed to soar.  If youôre 
interested in saving your company some big money you need to take a look at the enrollment form included in this mailing.  Now is your 
opportunity to get more information about the savings or you can call us at 724-845-5426 to see how easy it is to lock into the low rates.   Þ 
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POWER OF 32 MEETING TO BE HOSTED BY STRONGLAND  

Youôve probably heard a lot of ñbuzzò about the Power of 32 Program  and still want to know how something 
that involves 32 counties in Southwestern Pennsylvania, including some in Maryland, West Virginia and Ohio, 
could focus on our needs.  Well mark your calendar for Tuesday, August 31 st at 9 a.m . at the Allegheny 
Township Community Building, across Route 56 from Allegheny Towne Center.  At this meeting you will, not 

only have the chance to hear more about this dynamic program, but will actually have an opportunity to contribute ideas and add your 
ñtwo centsò.  The official title of the meeting will be ñCommunity Conversationò and will be one of a few dozen such meetings that will 
be held all over the ñ32 Areaò.  The purpose of the meeting is to get your views on what really needs to happen to get the Greater 
Pittsburgh Region to move forward.  Municipalities, business leaders, organizations and others  could help their sub-regions to 
benefit from being at this meeting.  Letôs show the rest of the region how much we care about our area and how big a role we can play 
in the Power of 32 Program.  Please take the time and  plan on coming and trying to encourage all of your friends and neighbors to 
come and take part too!!!  Call us at 724-845-5426 to let us know if you or others plan to attend.  Letôs make a big impression in the 
Power of 32 Planning Process!!!   Þ 

STRONGLAND GOLF OUTING ATTRACTS ABOUT 70 GOLFERS  

éFIND OUT WHO WON 

In spite of the weather, we actually golfed through two major rain storms, the 2010 StrongLand Golf outing was 
considered by everyone to be a success.  We were pleased to have 72 people  in for the event and dinner.  Thanks to 
Lenape Heights Golf Course  Staff  the dinner was excellent and the golfing was challenging.  Just in case you would like 
to know who the regionôs best golfers are, note the following people who won skill prizes: 
 

1. Closest to the pin on par 3 first shotsé Frank Amato  of Amato Financial Services on hole # 3, Matt Crupie  (AKMC) on holes # 7 
and 12 and Frank Milfeit  (Peoples Natural Gas) on hole # 15. 

2. Longest Putt prizes went to:  Chet Howell  (PSNK), Jim Williams  (First National Bank), Rich Lednock , Frank Milfeit (Peoples 
Natural Gas), Dennis Tunny  (First Commonwealth), Mike McCalpin  (Adelphoi), Steve Vak  (retired), Tom Straub  (Alcoa), Aaron 
Hohos  (PJAX), Don Hollinger , and Walt Henry  (the pt GROUP) 

3. Closest to the pin on par 5ôs second shoté. Ray Marsh  (First National) and Matt Crupie  (AKMC) 

4. The top teams with the lowest score went to:  Adelphoi USA  which included Mike McCalpin, Steve Mortimer, Mark Mortimer and 
Eric Lasure and the team from First National Bank of Pennsylvania came in a close second and included Todd Armstrong, John 
Nwranski, Raymond Marsh and Rich Lednak.é..and the  prize for the team with the highest score  went toé..  (oops, they wish to 

remain anonymous in order to avoid the huge demand to be asked to speak at non-profit dinners on the ñPower of Positive 
Thinkingò)  Þ 

FLAG SPONSORS APOLLO TO FREEPORT RIVER TRIP FOR THE PUBLIC  

éSLATED FOR SEPTEMBER 19
TH

 òCOME HELL OR HIGH WATERó 

For a great day of fun  in the water,  you need to consider the FLAG River Sojourn  Information included in this 
newsletter, sponsored by the Freeport, Leechburg and Apollo Group (FLAG).  This trip is designed to promote the 
mission of the FLAG organization; to show the public what a great resource we have in the local rivers . Freeport 
will be holding its special event, September by the River,  the weekend of the 19th and now you can be a part of it by 
showing the public how very connected and dependant on the rivers.  The $30 price  includes lunch, snacks, shuttles 
and more.  Itôs a fun and enjoyable adventure.  We did a similar event last year and promise that this yearôs program 
will be equally interesting. Lunch will be at the Addison House  in Leechburg and we will have water safety people along to make sure 
that you survive the day.  Sign up on the enclosed flier and get out there to support our areas newest industry, outdoor recreation 
and tourism!!!    Þ 

STRONGLAND LAUNCHES ITS SCHOOL PROGRAMS  

 é.STUDENT ENTREPRENEUR PROGRAM HELPS YOUTH GET INTO BUSINESS 

Perhaps you know someone in your family or the family of a friend or employee that would like to establish a business.  The 
StrongLand Chamber of Commerceôs Foundation has a  wonderful program that not only teaches students the correct 
way to get a business up and running, successfully, but they can also provide start-up funding to help.  Now in its third year 
the StrongLand Student Entrepreneur Program  is a seven-week evening course which will happen this Fall and Winter.  
We will be looking for students, male and female, who are in the 10th -12th grades and who are not afraid of hard work that 

pays off.  This past year several of our students actually went into business and are still actively pursuing money making careers as 
their own bosses.  If you would like to refer someone to this dynamic program, just pick up the phone (724-845-5426) and let us know 
who to recruit.  The program is free and proven to be successful.    Also if you are an Educational Improvement Tax Credit Business  
you can designate us, the StrongLand Chamber Foundation, as the recipient of your state taxes in 2010-2011.  If you would like to 
spend your state taxes locally on this worthwhile youth program, just go to www.newpa.com and look at the Educational Improvement 
Tax Credit Program.  Your accountant will tell you that this program is a great way to have your tax dollars spent locally.  Þ 

http://www.newpa.com/
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StrongLand Chamber of Commerce 
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Vandergrift, PA  15690 

AMATO FINANCIAL  SERVICES 
LEECHBURG PROFESSIONAL BUILDING  

165 Third Street · Leechburg, PA 15656 

724.845.7338 

WWW .FRANKAMATO .COM  
Awarded 2009 Pittsburgh Magazine  Five Star 
Wealth Manager - Best in client satisfaction 

RETIREMENT INCOME PLANNING  · LIFE INSURANCE PLANNING  · INVESTMENTS · HEALTH INSURANCE · LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE 


