The Séronel and Quickletter

CHAMBER OF = COMMERCE
SERVING SOUTHERN ARMSTRONG & NORTHERN WESTMORLAND COUNTIES

Chamber Mission . . . To advance the economic, industrial, professional, cultural and civic welfare in order to improve the
AQuality of Lifed in communities served by StronglLand.

so wHaTss so speciaL asoSfronob ar January 2010 Calendar
YEAR®S HOME SHOWé or é. WHETY = loalk-r =ty | Jan. 05 - 8 am - Marketing Committee, Kiski Area

NOT AFFORD TO MISS BEING IN IT ! MXPO Adm. Bldg. , ,
I f itds your businessod b Y- P Ngon. Goff Commigieg Megting, | ¢ |

please give the 2010 StrongLand HomExpo a Chamber Office o

second thought for the following reasons: Jan. 06 - 3:30 - Leadership Alle-Kiski Valley

= Where else, on a single weekend, can you get 50,000 people to take a Jan. 07 - 3:30pm - Finance Meeting - Chamber
|l ook at what you sell? (thatdés mpr e p%"o‘eple.than the combi
of New Kensington, Tarentum and Lower Burrell) Jan. 12 - Noon - Special Events Committee

Meeting, Chamber Office
Jan. 14 - 7:30am - Board Meeting, Allegheny
Twp. Community Bldg.

= With the market so hard to reach during these challenging times,
imagine all of these people coming to you.

= 83% of our HomExpo Vendors return each year because they get Jan. 19 - 7:45 am - StrongNet; Where Members
excellent sales exposure . Meet to Network
= The entire event is a Jumbo Celebration that is fun and rewarding. Jan. 20 - 8 am - Gov. Relations Committee Mtg. -
- ThefiLeads t aatiSofitheeSsamglLand HomExpo is the best in McCutcheon Enterprises, Inc.
the region, including the larger shows. Jan. 21 - 8:30 am - Membership Committee Mtg.

With th . . | ideri h - Chamber Office
= i e economy improving people are considering more purchases Jan. 21 - 12:30 Bm - Education Commit}ee Mégo'u

in 2010é That purchase could be afft " you i ess |
and money to be in the show Electro 8p§'cs Cefier

Jan 25 - Noon - Economic Development/KVE
Mtg. - Chamber office

Jan. 26 - 8:30 am - Scholastic Math League
Final, Penn State New Kensington

Jan. 27 - Noon - Chairperson Committee Meeting

For a modest investment of $575 you can come and try it for yourself.
Evaluations by participating vendors in 2009 show that 87% of those
exhibiting gave the show a good or excellent rating. The fact that this show
is free to the public , it brings in some very serious local consumers who
are looking for your products and services to purchase. The consumers state
that their main reason for coming is that they prefer buying from local .
merchants. Please contact us at 724-845-5426 or go to our website Inside...
www.strongland.orga n d i lddmée $hkw under Events to get all the
information. While good booths are still available, reserve one for your.
business success. b
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« StrongLand Celebration

« Lost and Found!

« StrongNet Business to Business

STRONGLAND®S STUDENT ENTREPRENEUR PR?QSL@U&@/I
) ‘DOLLARSY

HAS OPENI NGSéSTUDENTS RECEI VE $20
If you know someone who is a high school student and has Page 3

an interest in learning to start a business, call us today to get « WANT Job Fair

them into the 2010 StrongLand Student Entrepreneur « Members With Something To Say
Program . Students in the 10", 11", and 12 grades in the

seven StrongLand Area High Schools are eligible to take

part and learn how to setup and run a business. Our seven Inserts"'

evening sessions at Penn State New Kensington , take « Holiday Wish

place from 7 pm i 9 pm on the following Tuesdays: January 12, 19 and « StrongNet; Where Members Meet to
26; February 2, 16 and 23; and March 9, 2010. There is no charge for Network

enrolling in the program and each student is eligible to receive a $200

dollar grant to startup a business! Participants will learn how to build a « HomExpo Brochure

business plan, complete with marketing and finance details. Call us at » Small Business Development Center;
724-845-5426 for details and registration forms or go to the U.S. Export Controls Compliance
www.strongland.org website for the same detailed information under the Conference

Education Committee Tab. b



http://www.strongland.org/
http://www.strongland.org/
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STRONGLAND CELEBRATION KICKS OFF SILVER ANNIVERSARY YEAR
* If you coul dbedhere, read this to share in the fun!
* Find out who received awards and got elected to the StrongLand Board

Nearly 150 StrongLand Members and theirguests t ook part in the Strongl: C
25" Anniversary Celebration which took place Friday, November 20", 2009 at Laube Hall , high above

Freeport, PA. According to those present, the event had the look and the feel of a grand party and celebration, complete with favors,

programs, prizes and even a large scale, three tiered cake, provided by Giant Eagle. An ice cream and dessert bar, provided by

Anthony Ferrante and his family, proved to be a treat that was enjoyed by all. A professional entertainment team, Side by Side ,

performed throughout the evening setting the tone for fun and dancing.

Rev. Monsignor Gaston , St . Margaret Marydéds Church, |l ed the group in an appg

Caterer, Kathy Starr , Five Starr Services, provided a vast variety of quality foods, following the heavy hors de devours, which

included crab, cheeses and stuffed mushrooms. The Celebration Committee paid a lot attention to details so that everyone present

woul d have the best time possible. Fourteen of StronglLanaidns pas
Tom Straub , ceremoniously passed the gavel to Pat Hollinger, the next StrongLand Chairwoman.

Recognized for their efforts, were, Kathy Males and her River Sojourn Team for their role in promoting the recreational potential of
the Kiski, Conemaugh and Allegheny Rivers. Carl Piekarski received recognition for all of his help in as an expert builder. The
Volunteer of the year award went to Anthony Ferrante for the many quality hours dedicated to the StrongLand Mission. Also
recognized were Linda Misejka , for being a great Chamber Treasurer, Tony Colecchi for innovations he and the Membership
Committee instituted to attract and retain Chamber Members and Al Pulice for his efforts in the community to seek funds for
Americabs AWounded Warriors.o

Stepping down from the board and recognized for their service were Joe Jerich , Jerich Insurance and Robert Hunt , North Apollo
Auto Wrecking. Elected to the board were Paul Baker of Baker Insurance, Joe Cepicka , Consultant, Carl Piekarski of Stanford
Home Center, Michael Thomas of Thomas Tours, Frank Amato |l of Amato Financial Services, Neil Andritz of the Rivers Edge and
Nelson Person , Apollo Trust.

Keeping the recognitions and elections to a minimum time allowed more time for reception, dinner, prizes and dancing. At the end of
the evening it was the general feeling that this was one of the best dinners StrongLand has ever held for its Members. b

LOST AND FOUNDE
If you attended the StrongLand25 " Anni ver sary Di nner Idackdeatbeacodt t¢ fwien ch aweelf|ri t

the Chamber office for safe keeping. Please call 724  -845-5426 to claim!

STRONGNET BUSI NESS TO BUSI NESS PROGRAMé JANUARY 19

There is no better way to benefit your business than kick off the New Year by attending the TRONG ET
i St r on @usieessito Business Breakfast Program . The next one is scheduled for 8 a.m. at .

the Allegheny Township Building on Tuesday, January 19 " 2010. Books & Beans sponsors the

coffee and rolls while Tony Colecchi presents the secrets of effective printing and mailing. Those who have attended always want to
return because they find new sources of cost saving supplies and/or new customers. Confirm your attendance today! There is no
charge, so all you have to loose is one hour of your time and what you will gain will make up for that! Often times Chamber Members
d o rnrénlize that they need to get out and meet other business leaders to help raise awareness of who they are and what they do.

Bring an example of your work to show everyone and prepare a short verbal commercial on your latest product or service. We have
nothing to gain by trying to get  you to come except to help you get the word out! What are you waiting for, sign up now!!! b

0OA PENNY FOR YOUR THOUGHTSO®O

I f you havenot yedutt atklee $ thmdoinngelmde nSluafivdenyl,| pl ease do so as
m to our special survey website provided by Local4all at http://stronglandsurvey.local4all.com All comments will be

&‘ treated as strictly confidential and will be used to improve Chamber services. The StrongLand Membership Committee

is waiting for your ideas and comments on how we can make the StrongLand Chamber your Chamber. b

‘D STRONGLAND MEMBERS, PLEASE TAKE TWO MINUTES TO FILL -OUT OUR -bDNE6 SURVEYE

' - - Vehicle Lettering & Graphics
We're in Business Logo Design & Reproduction

e Magnetic Signs & Banners (.
J 2 T (VP T TET  parking & Traffic Signs ADVERTISING 1517
- > Engraved Signs « Storefronts y (724)224-5008
LR LR L] I EIE0ET ADA Sign Systems  Carved Signs www.graysigns.com



http://stronglandsurvey.local4all.com/
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WANT JOB FAIR IS SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY, 2010

Perhaps recently you have i d o wn s i recentlyobut now you are in a position to try to find some good workers to help
you with your busi ness &WANThamandiCardesExpoi angourtcalendaru For & nlereinal charge
you can get a table in this great event and pick and choose from all of the native talent that is currently looking to get back
to work. This event, now in its 19" year, will take place on Friday, February 26 ™ at the Westmoreland County JOB & CAREER EXPO
Community College in Youngwood from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m . The cost of participation even includes your table/chairs,

skirting, recognition, and an employer luncheon, immediately following the Fair. For more information on the event, please go to
www.wantexpo.org. P

MEMBERS WITH SOMETHING TO SAY

. TRI-CITY LIFE CENTER IS THERE TO HELP! : The Tri -City Life Center , a faith-based organization, was begun in January, 1997
with the express intention of helping young pregnant women. Since that time the Center has flourished to include a variety of
programs designed to serve families in the communities throughout the Alle-Kiski Valley, including parts of Allegheny, Armstrong,
Butler and Westmoreland counties. All of their programs are aimed at giving families and youth the tools to make informed and
healthy decisions. Their motto is: We Listen. We Care. We help. We inform . Located on Leechburg Road in Lower Burrell, PA,
The Life Center can be reached for additional information by calling 724-334-2329 or you can go to their website at www.tri-
citylifecenter.org. Since they are a charitable nonprofit organization they can also use your help with their young clients, especially
around the holiday season. Call them and offer your help as a volunteer or donate to help them help others.

. COMMUNI TY CELEBRATES LOCAL MCD OMXAS$aiiilsy, DRdEGberE A", 20@:at 9 a.m., a very large
group of people, representing a cross section of local business and citizenry, gathered at the Hyde Park Plaza to celebrate the
reopening of the newly rebuilt McDonalds Restaurant , located at 481 Hyde Park Road, near Vandergrift. The public was greeted
by the, award winning, Kiski High School Marching Band , the one and only, Ronald McDonald al ong wi th McDonal d:
Restaurant dignitaries The Boy Scouts opened the event with a colorful Flag Ceremony followed by the official ribbon cutting

Ceremony. Money raised during the ribbon cutting, byhelacing f
Allegheny Township Fire Department . The owner of this and 19 other stores is D
companyodds founder, who opened the first McDonaldbds in Pennsyl va
inventor of the Big Mac Sandwich. The new store features a 24 hour drive-thru, nostalgic watercolors from the earlier Vandergrift
store, several flat screen TVds and |l aminated tabletopsn depicti
wel coming the Anewd McDonalds Store in Allegheny Township.

. THE AMERI CAN CANCER SOCIETY HELPS BUSI NESSES SAVE MONEYéAND LIV
Western Pa Region wants you to know that they can save you money and good employees. They are offering a Tobacco -Free
Workplace Toolkit _which can help to support your efforts to encourage your workers to stay healthier and keep them from getting
cancer or other related smoking illnesses. To find out more about their programs and other wellness products visit
www.acsworkplacesolutions.com or call their local office at 800-227-2345. Did you know that the use of tobacco costs employers
an average of $3,783 per smokerperyear? | sndét t hat enough reason to get involved wi

« ALLEGHENY -KISKI HEALTH FOUNDATION SOON TO OPEN NEW FACILITY IN THE HIGHLANDS INDUSTRIAL PARK:
According to AKH Foundation President and CEQ, John Pastorek , they are purchasing a 6,500 square-foot building near Route 28
at Exit 16, near Freeport. The modern one-story brick structure will serve to house the Foundation and provide space for another
non-profit organization (to be determined) and also meeting space for other area non-profit groups. The Foundation hosts a wide
variety of education programs and the new facility will help them provide adequate, easily accessible space, to those who may
benefit from their wonderful life saving programs. Please join StrongLand in applauding this bold move . For more information
you can call them at 724-226-9996.

« INNER STRENGTH HELPS YOU MANAGE PAIN, THE NATURAL WAY: Did you know that Dr. Ted J. Cibik was one of the first
graduates of the International Institute of Medical QiGong  to complete his doctorate in this program and he is the longest running
instructional and practical Medical QiGong Programs taught in English outside of California? He has treated patients continuously
since 1999 using Medical Qi Gong and brings the experience of ov
knowledge and presentation style has been sought by hospitals, government agencies, including the National Institute of Health
and psychologists all over the country for his insight into Chinese Medicine, Naturopathy, counseling and Medical QiGong. He
specializes in promoting health and managing pain through natural means. To find out more about Inner Strength and what it can
do for you, go to his website, www.inner-strength.com or call him at 724-845-1041.

« EXTON MOWER SERVICE CAN HELP YOU YEAR -ROUND: | f youére having trouble with you
it tuned-up to function to the best of its capacity then you need to call Exton Mower Service at 724-327-4375 to make sure that you

wondét be | et down throughout the snowy months ahead. Re atsdon ab |
on Route 366 between Route 380 and Route 66 in Washington Township. The full tune-up includes: new spark plug, clean and
adj ust the carburetor, cable/chain lubrication, oi | oolt, aafl e, add

today and arrange a tune-up.

HAVEerners.
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Change Service Requested

e
/ Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

Ferguson Heating & Air Conditioning, family owned and operated, are professionals of
residential and commercial indoor-air quality. Three generations strong, Ferguson’s offers over 48 years of
experience in the heating and air conditioning industry to the Allegheny/Kiski Valley Area.

David A. Ferguson & Joseph G. Ferguson
SALES = INSTALLATION = SERVICE

724-335-0825

4389 Leechburg Road = Route 56 = New Kensington, PA 15068
Phone 724-335-0825 = f3x 724-335-0862 = f-mai/ info@fergusonhvac.net

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

AMATO AMATO FINANCIAL SERVICES St
FINANCIAL L EECHBURG PROFESSIONAL BUILDING NGB
~ SERVICES 165 Third Street - Leechburg, PA 15656 E—
=¥ Using today's dollars to create 724.845.7338 Awarded 2009 Pittsburgh Magazine Five Stdr
tomorrow's legacies WWW .FRANKAMATO .COM Wealth Manager Best in client satisfaction
RETIREMENT INCOME PLANNING - LIFE INSURANCE PLANNING - INVESTMENTS - HEALTH INSURANCE - LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE




