
Chamber Mission . . .  To advance the economic, industrial, professional, cultural and civic welfare in order to improve the 

ñQuality of Lifeò in communities served by StrongLand. 

July 04 -  Happy 4th of July!  Have a safe 

Holiday! 

July 08 - 7:30 am - StrongLand Board Meeting, 

Allegheny Township Community 

Bldg. 

July 13 - 8:00 am - Finance Committee 

Meeting, Chamber Office 

July 13 - Noon - Special Events Committee 

Mtg., Chamber Office 

July 15 - 8:00 am - Membership Committee 

Meeting, Chamber Office 

July 15 - 5:30 pm - Bike Race Committee Mtg. 

- Pleasant View Brethren Church, 

Keppel Hill 

July 16 - 10:30 am  - StrongLand Annual Golf 

Outing, Lenape Heights Golf Course 

July 19 - Noon - Economic Development/KVE 

Mtg. - Wilder Business Park, Hyde 

Park Pavilion 

July 21 - 8:00 am - Government Relations 

Committee Mtg., McCutcheon 

Enterprises 

July 28 - 8:00 am - Committee Chair Meeting. 

July 2010 Calendar of Events 
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Fishing Tournament & Membership Picnic a 

Success! 

Tour de StrongLand Bike Race 

2011 StrongLand HomExpo 
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Steelers Tailgate Party 

Chamber Day on Capitol Hill 

StrongNet: Where Members Meet to Network 

Leadership Alle-Kiski Valley 
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Members With Something To Say 

Welcome New StrongLand Members! 

Annual Golf Outing 

Tour de StrongLand Bike Race Sponsorship 

Apollo-Ridge Education Foundation 

Weleski Transfer, Inc.:  Containerized Service 

LAST CALL FOR STRONGLAND GOLFERS AND SPONSORSé 
In just a couple of weeks, on Friday, July 16th, at the Lenape Heights Golf 

Course  the StrongLand Chamber of Commerce will present its 
26th Anniversary Golf Outing .  We hope that you will come and 
help us celebrate this great event, which is perhaps the oldest 
and most successful outing in our region.  Come and enjoy a 
perfect day of networking with fellow Chamber Members. Let me 
remind you that more business deals and customer contacts are 
made on the golf course than any other single location outside 

your place of business.  That, also, why having a Golf Outing Sponsorship  is so 
important to your ñday of playò in the event.  Sponsorships help you get 
recognition for what you do. 
 

Sponsorships are still availableé the tee sponsorships are only $100 each  or 
you might want to consider a higher profile special sponsorship, which provides 
your business with a very noticeable advertisement in the program booklet.  Of 
course weôd like to make a ñbig dealò about your support of the event and will do 
so during the Outing Awards Banquet.  Please call us at 724-845-5426 if you 
would like to be a participant or sponsor in the ñmost popular golf outing in the 
region.ò  Please check -out the StrongLand Golf Outing Flier included in this 
mailing and seriously consider taking part .  Þ 

HELP WANTEDé  Golf Hole Watchers, Registration Helpers & Prize 
Distributors  
WANTEDé VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH THE STRONGLAND GOLF 
OUTING, SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY, JULY 16, 2010;  SKILLS NEEDEDé THE 
ABILITY TO WORK WITH BUSINESS OWNERS AND MANAGERS IN A 
PLEASANT MANNER.  POSITIONS AVAILABLE:  HOLE-WATCHERS, 
REGISTRATION FACILITATORS, PRIZE DISTRIBUTORS.  SALARY RANGE 
AND BENEFITS INCLUDE:  ALL THE NETWORKING YOU CAN 
REALISTICALLY HANDLE, CAMARADERIE WITH OTHER STRONGLAND 
MEMBERS, FREE MEALS AND BEVERAGE (LUNCH, SUPPER & DRAFT 
BEER) AND AN OFFICIAL STRONGLAND GOLF TEE SHIRT TO WEAR 
DURING THE OUTING THAT YOU GET TO KEEP !!!  

STRONGLAND SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED TOé. 
Theyôll soon be off to college and StrongLand  is proud to say that it has played 

a role in launching three successful careers.   Iôm talking about the 
StrongLand Motivational Scholarship Awards.  This year StrongLand 
Chamber Foundation  selected three of our local students to be the 
recipients of the $1,000, $600 and $400 scholarships.   These 
awards are for local students in the Apollo-Ridge, Burrell, Freeport, 
Kiski Area, Leechburg, and New Kensington-Arnold School Districts 
and are given to students who have received StrongLand Motivational Cards from 
7th through 12th grade.  The Motivational Cards rewards 
students who improve their grades each grading period. 
Because the Chamberôs funds for this scholarship are 
nearly depleted, we have had to lower the amount given this year by $1,000 to 
have enough to give out a comparable amount next year.   
 

The financial awards to students are based on three criteria:  1. An essay on their 
own, personal motivation.  2. Academic Performance.  3. Personal References. 
The 2010 StrongLand Motivational Scholarships  went toé Patrick Wilkinson  
from Kiski Area ($1,000), Tess Napierkowski from Burrell will receive $600 and 
Hannah Feroce from Burrell will receive $400.  If you would like to encourage 
excellence in our local schools you may want to consider a gift (reward) to 
go on the 2010 -2011 Motivational Reward Card or you may simply want to 
help us refresh our dwindling scholarship fund .  Please call 724-845-5426 if 
you would like to provide complimentary items or to donate a cash amount to the 
StrongLand Foundation for its Scholarship Fund.  Þ 
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FISHING TOURNAMENT AND CHAMBER MEMBERSô PICNIC A SUCCESS! 
Letôs join together to thank the large array of sponsors and prize donors for the 2010 Tour de Trout Fishing 

Tournament  for helping to make this event the huge success that it was.  Held at Northmoreland Park on 
Saturday, June 5, 2010 in tandem with the StrongLand Membersô Picnic, both events met their expectations as the 

Chamber Members and the public showed up to have fun and claim the fabulous prizes.  
 
The StrongLand Chamber would like to applaud McCutcheon Enterprises  and Apollo Trust  for being the main sponsors of 
this yearôs event. Each hour the Chamber paid our $25  dollars to the skilled fisherman who brought in the longest trout, 

along with a variety of end-of-day, overall prizes.  Also, we need to acknowledge, Ferguson Heating and Air 
Conditioning, Ferrante Motors and Giant Eagle  for sponsoring and preparing the food for the picnic and our Chamber 

Chairperson, Pat Hollinger  for providing Popcorn, Cotton Candy and a professional face painter to make the day even more 
enjoyable.     
 
The results of the Fishing Contest are as follows:   Hourly prizes for the longest trout went toé. Charlie Mento Jr . 
(47 years old) (15 ı ñ Trout), Matthew Razpotnik  (9 years old) (17ò trout and his 20 Ĳ ñ trout) (he also won for he 
biggest catch of the day), Randy Razputnik  (47 years old) (16 ı ñ trout), Rick Myers  (13 inch Trout), JR Kelley   
(19 years old) (15 Ĳ ñ trout), and Richard Markovic  (age 16 years old)(17 ı ñ trout).   Overall, Matthew Razpotnik  
won in both the youth division and in the overall category by pulling in the biggest fish of the day.  Matthewôs dad, 
Randy, won in the adult division with his 16 ı ñ trout.  In the Senior division Richard Markovic  won with his 17 Ĳ ñ 
trout.  By the way, the Razpotnik family won an additional $25 dollars for catching a tagged fish, bring their total 
family winnings to $175.  Þ 

TOUR DE STRONGLAND BIKE RACE  
This year, more than ever, the StrongLand Chamber of Commerce is seeking community spirited Members who would like to 
sponsor the Regionôs Oldest and Largest Citizens Bike Race, the Tour de StrongLand.  Widely respected in the biking circles, 
the Tour de StrongLand  has become a tradition in our area.  Now in its 22nd  year, the Tour has raced its way into the hearts and 
minds of Bike Riders all over Southwestern Pa. and beyond.  We hope that you might want to take a few moments to consider helping 
with a sponsorship.. We need sponsorships at all levels and hope that you may want the recognition 
that will be provided by whatever you can afford to provide .  The naming rights to the Tour de StrongLand 
are currently ñNOT spoken for,ò so for $3,000 you can have your companyôs name and logo presented in the 
thousands of ads and promos that will appear in all of the local media, including Television Cable Programs.    
Other sponsorships are available and range from $100 to $1000 , depending on how much recognition you 
can afford to handle.  Please review the sponsorship flier enclosed in this mailing and call us at 724-845-5426 
if you have any questions on what it could mean for promoting your business.   
 
This yearôs road races will begin and end  in the Allegheny Township Giant Eagle  parking lot on Sunday, September 12th, 2010.  On 
Saturday, September 11th we will hold the ñcoolò off road races at Roaring Run, near Apollo.  Þ 

STRONGLAND HOMEXPO RETURNS TO MILLS FEBRUARY 11 -13, 2011 
Itôs not to soon to begin planning for, what we believe to be, the Alle-Kiski Regionôs largest indoor event , the 

StrongLand HomExpo , to be held at the Galleria at Pittsburgh Mills, February 11th ï 13th, 2011.  The Mallôs 
100,000 square foot of corridors will be overflowing with every type of booth imaginable.  Professionals in the 
fields of landscaping, pools and spas, heating and air-conditioning, windows, walls and floors, plastering, 

boating and recreation, roofing, bathrooms, appliances, and so many more will erect nearly 150 colorful exhibits in the mallôs one mile 
long  hallway.   
 
Since parking and admission are free, we will attract close to 40,000 spectators who can potentially be your customers, if you decide 
to be in the show.  This past yearsô evaluations from HomExpo exhibitors told a very positive story of local businesses that were able 
to find paying customers even during these economically challenging times.  Those who were in the show last year are given first 
choice on their previous booth location (in July), and then other StrongLand Members will be allowed to select  booth locations on a 
ñfirst come first servedò basis.  These requests will be processed in the order of how they are received and will be confirmed by mid 
September, so donôt hesitate, too long in deciding to be in the show.  . 
 
Weôre proud of our HomExpo and what it has been able to accomplish for its participants.  Many have stated that this show helps 
them keep their ñheads above waterò by turning a good profit.  Another typical comment is that ñat this location the regional (Alle-Kiski) 
market is so accessible that you canôt help but sign up jobs during this three day home show.  For more information or to register early 
you can call the StrongLand Chamber at 724-845-5426.  Þ 
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STEELERS TAILGATE PARTY, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
TH

 éAT THE BEAUTIFUL LINGROW FARM IN GILPIN 
What better way to cheer the Steelers on to victory then to attend the StrongLand Chamber of Commerce 
Tailgate Party  planned to take place at Lingrow Farm, Sunday September 26

th
, 2010.  The Party will get 

under way at 11:30 a.m. in the parking area around the barn and will include: food, snacks, drinks (beer,  
wine and soda), entertainment, Steelers raffle and big screen TVs  in Lingrowôs rustically elegant barn 
to watch your favorite team ñbring home the win.ò  The away game at Tampa Bay will begin at 1 p.m. and 
Linda Alworth , owner of Lingrow, has graciously offered StrongLand use of the entire site for the day.  
Watch for your personal invitation to arrive in early August, but save the date now so you can be a part of 

this really unique and fun party.  Þ 

CHAMBER DAY ON CAPITOL HILL  
A group of StrongLand Members recently attended the State Chamberôs Program, Chamber Day on 
Capitol Hill , where representatives from chambers all over the state came together to support the state 
business agenda.  At this event we, not only listened to what legislators are ñwrestlingò with on a day to day 
basis, but we also had the opportunity to visit with our regionôs elected officials.  We were lucky in that we 
were able get time to see Senators Ferlo, Logan and White, and Representatives Pyle, Petrarca and 
Pallone.  During our visits we found out what their views of current legislation and also present them with 
the StrongLand Chamberôs agenda and find out what could be done to make good thing happen for our 
area businesses.   
 
Calvin McCutcheon , Chairman of the StrongLand Government Relations Committee, drove our delegation to the all day event.  In 
addition, our group was able to hear from Gene Barr , State Chamber V.P., about business priorities being promoted by the 
Pennsylvania Chamber of Business and Industry .  Environment and Energy, Unemployment Compensation, the State Budget 
Process, and Funding for Education were the top items of the day being discussed.  If you or anyone you know has an interest in the 
legislative process as it pertains to business, give us a call at the StrongLand Office to get you feelings presented or, if you want to get 
really involved, join the Committee which meets the third Wednesday of each month at 8 a.m. Þ 

STRONGNET TAKES A BREAK FOR THE REST OF SUMMER  
 éSEE YOU IN SEPTEMBER ON THE THIRD TUESDAY (21

ST
) 

Tony Collechi  and the Membership Committee  want me to tell you that the regular third 
Tuesday of each month for StrongNET  will take the rest of the summer off  but will meet 
again on September 21

st
, 2010 at the Allegheny Township Building  at 7:45 a.m.  At that time there will be the usual 

great networking and promotion opportunities among attendees and the unveiling of some new plans for the program for 
Fall and Winter.  A fresh idea is to enlarge the circle of network participation by inviting members from our neighboring 
chambers to one of the meetings.  Other ideas include new and better ways to involve larger StrongLand participation 
and provide more opportunities for promotion.  So, stay tuned in for an update of the 2010-2011 StrongNET program 
and in the meantime please mark your calendar for the September 21

st
 meeting and start lining up a guest or two to at-

tend with you so you can receive ñextra credit .ò  Þ 

LAKV SEEKS ADULT LEADERSHIP STUDENTS FOR 2010 -2011 SESSIONSéSTRONGLAND OFFERS TWO SCHOLARSHIPS    
Leadership Alle -Kiski Valley (LAKV) , who just completed its 18th program year when it graduated 17 adult students in May, is now 
seeking a new class of Leadership students to begin the 2010-2011 program year in September.  Applications are available by going 
to their newly renovated website at www.lakv.org.  Leadership was begun as a collaborative effort of the four area chambers of 
commerce, which includes Allegheny Valley, Armstrong County, New Kensington and StrongLand.  LAKVôs mission is ñto identify, 
educate, motivate, and engage participants to become community leaders.ò 

 
The program will kick-off in September with an overnight retreat at Camp Ligonier were students will learn about 
themselves and each other as they build a working team relationship.  Then, through April, the class will meet 
the first Thursday of each month , to learn about leadership skills and delve into community organization 
subjects such as health care, education, human services, government, economic development and more.  
Finally, in May, the class will take a tour of the community to identify positive attributes. May graduation includes 
recognition for a job well done and analyzes what can be done to improve the quality of life in the A-K Valley.  

During the year, class members are taught by ñtop notchò community leaders and build a wonderful resource file of contacts for work 
and for use in their personal lives as well.  Call us at 724-845-5426 to find out how you can get into this dynamic program.  Ask about 
the two partial (1/2) scholarships  we are offering to StrongLand Members who want to enroll in the program.  Þ 

http://www.lakv.org/
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