
Chamber Mission . . .  To advance the economic, industrial, professional, cultural and civic welfare in order to improve the 

ñQuality of Lifeò in communities served by StrongLand. 

Jun. 01 - 8:00 am - Marketing Committee Meeting, 

KASD 

Jun. 02 - 3:30 pm - Leadership Alle-Kiski Valley, 

Armstrong County Chamber 

Jun. 05 - 7am to 2 pm - Tour de Trout Fishing 

Tournament, Northmoreland Park 

Jun. 05 - 11am to 2 pm - Membership Picnic, 

Northmoreland Park 

Jun. 08 - Noon - Special Events Committee Mtg., 

Chamber Office 

Jun. 10 - 7:30 am - StrongLand Board Meeting, 

Allegheny Township Community Bldg. 

Jun. 15 - 7:45 am - StrongNet; Where Members Meet to 

Network,  Allegheny Twp. Community Bldg. 

Jun. 15 - Chamber Day on Capitol Hill, Harrisburg 

Jun. 16 - 8:00 am - Government Relations Committee 

Mtg., McCutcheon Enterprises 

Jun. 17 - 8:00 am - Membership Committee Meeting, 

Chamber Office 

Jun. 17 - 5:30 pm - Bike Race Committee Mtg. - 

Pleasant View Brethren Church, Keppel Hill 

Jun. 21 - Noon - Economic Development/KVE Mtg. - 

Wilder Business Park, Hyde Park Pavilion 

Jun. 22 - Noon - Golf Committee Meeting, Chamber 

Office 

Jun. 30 - 8:00 am - Committee Chair Meeting. 

June 2010 Calendar of Events 
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ñPower 32ò 
Message from our Chairwoman 
StrongLand Rivers Sojourn 
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Tour de Trout Fishing Tournament & 
Chamber Picnic 
Leadership Alle-Kiski Valley 
StrongNet Business to Business Program 
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Members With Something To Say 

Annual Golf Outing 

Tour de StrongLand Bike Race Sponsorship 

Membership Picnic 

StrongNet; Where Members Meet To Network 

Kiski Area Education Foundation 3rd Annual 
Golf Classic 
2nd Annual PA Hero Walk 
Westmoreland County Parks Summer 
Festivals Business Promotional Booths 

GET YOUR SWINGS IN FOR SUMMERé. 
 éGOLF WITH STRONGLAND, FRIDAY, JULY 16TH, 2010 
Itôs so important to plan ahead.  If you donôt put time aside, 
right now, youôll find out that summer will merely pass you by 
before you know it, then youôll wonder why you spent the ñbig 
bucksò on the expert golf paraphernalia you hardly used.  So, 
mark your calendar, now!!!  This year the StrongLand Golf 
Outing is only  $120 per golfer and thatôs not bad when you 

consider what you get for that price: 
 
1. Greens Fee and Cart for the day at Lenape Heights Golf Course   
2. A Delicious lunch         
3. Gourmet Steak Dinner  
4. Beer and ñPopò            
5. Prizes, cash and more            
6. éand a Free Pass  for you to golf again at the Lenape Heights Golf 

Course      
 

The value of the above, if purchased separately, is much higher.  When you add 
in the value of the quality networking with other top business leaders in the 
community, this packageôs value is way beyond what youôve spent. Check out 
the enclosed golf flier and sign up today before all the spots are filled.  Space is 
limited so register early to avoid the ñcut.ò   
 

On that same registration form, please note the sponsorship positions  that are 
available.  In these times, I challenge you to find another way to make a 
marketing impact as big as this by spending so little.  Sponsorship begins at 
$100 to see your companyôs name on a tee or why not consider being The 
Program Sponsor  for $300, the Hole-In-One Sponsor  for $500 or ñgo all the 
wayò to being the ñone and onlyò StrongLand Dinner Sponsor  for only $750.  
This makes you the ñChampion-of-the-Day.ò  Ferguson Heating and Air 
Conditioning is already signed up as the Luncheon Sponsor, so donôt let them 
outdo you!!!  Call us today at 724-845-5426, before all the Sponsorships 
positions are gone.  Þ 

TOUR DE STRONGLAND BIKE RACE  
This year, more than ever, the StrongLand Chamber 
of Commerce is seeking community spirited 
Members who would like to sponsor the Regionôs 
Oldest and Largest Citizens Bike Race, the Tour de 
StrongLand.  Widely respected in the biking circles, the 
Tour de StrongLand  has become a tradition in our 

area.  Now in its 22
nd

  year, the Tour has raced its way into the hearts and 
minds of Bike Riders all over Southwestern Pa. and beyond.  We hope 
that you might want to take a few moments to consider helping with a 
sponsorship of the oldest and largest citizens bike race in Southwestern 
Pennsylvania. We need sponsorships at all levels and hope that you 
may want the recognition that will be provided by whatever you can 
afford to do.   The major sponsorship position is open this year and for as 
low as $3,000 you can have your companies name connected with all the 
ads and promos in conjunction with the race.  Other sponsorships exist 
from $100 to $1000 , depending on how much recognition you can afford 
to handle.  Please review the sponsorship flier enclosed in this mailing 
and call us at 724-845-5426 if you have any questions on what it could 
mean for promoting your business.  Þ 
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STRONGLAND BOARD VOTES TO PROCEED WITH ñPOWER OF 32ò 
Whatôs the ñPower of 32ò and just what does it mean to all of us in the StrongLand Area?  Well, the 
ñPower of 32ò is a regional visioning initiative that will involve tens of thousands of people across 32 
counties , in southern and western Pennsylvania, northern and western Maryland, northern West 
Virginia and southern and eastern Ohio.  These counties include Armstrong and Westmoreland in 
addition to thirty others.  The visioning initiative will help its participants create a shared, overall vision 
for the regionôs future.  Through the Power of 32 (P32) , we will become an important partner of the 
larger regional plan and link our specific needs to the regional agenda.  This entire process will allow 
us to think differently about our regionôs challenges and our role in the global economy, our quality of life and our opportunities.   
 
All of this will help us to focus on ways to act that will set creative and worthwhile outcomes.  Involvement with other active, 
forward looking planning groups will make a difference in getting important things to happen.  A process of this magnitude will 
attract major funding from public and private sources  that will develop an ever increasing interest in what is being 
accomplished.  For example, groups that are one dimensional with limited goals may pool their needs with others who are ñin 
the same boat. ò  They can build a successful plan together that might not otherwise be achievable.  All of this will add up and 
create a stronger influence to turn the heads of those in decision making positions in Harrisburg and Washington.   
 
Your StrongLand Board , a group that was founded on the concept of regionalism, has voted to support the P32 effort  and 
do all it can to listen and speak on your behalf.  Letôs all applaud the StrongLand Board for its efforts to improve the quality of 
life in our Area. 
 
In the meantime, be aware that there will be community conversations, town meetings and media programs designed to reach 
out for planning ideas and solutions to current problems.  Please do whatever you can to support any and all efforts in this 
direction.  Attend meetings and speak out honestly to let your needs be known, so that they can be included in the entire Long 
Range Plan.  Þ 

POWER 
OF 32 

REMEMBER WHAT PAT HOLLINGER SAYSé. 
Pat Hollinger , this yearôs Chairwoman of the StrongLand Chamber of Commerce, wants to 
encourage you to include your employees as participants  in StrongLand programs.  Of 
course we always hope that the top leadership in your company will take part in StrongLand 
Programs, but we also want to encourage management to let employees know that these same 
events are open to them as well, since the whole company is considered a member of the 
Chamber .  Things like golf, fishing tournaments, mixers, picnics, home shows and more are 
worth mentioning to your employees and if necessary, every now and then, give them some time 
off to network your good companyôs name and enjoy a StrongLand Program.  You could also 
consider it an opportunity to bond with other employees and compliment your businessôs team effort.  Þ 

STRONGLAND RIVERSô SOJOURN UPDATE 
The Alle -Kiski -Connie Riverôs Sojourn goes down in history as one of the largest to date.  With 
nearly 40 participants each day, its on the top of the list.  The weather, for the most part, 
cooperated and 2 and ½ of the days on the Conemaugh, Kiski and Allegheny were absolutely 

beautiful.  A little stormy weather is sometimes a good learning opportunity!  Participants, this year, came from all over 
the region and state, not to mention Maine, Ohio and New York , to stay at the, exceptionally comfortable, Crooked 
Creek Environmental Learning Center Base Camp.   
 
National Free Style Champions  provided an exhibition of their skills when they went out on the Kiski River at Avonmore 
below the pavilion at the canoe launch.  A tour of the Tarentum Bottling Company, after a locking through a dam, was a 
big hit, as well as all of the excellent meals eaten along the way, provided by Clemôs, Marchitelliôs, Five Starr 
Catering, and the Craigton Hotel.   It was a great trip and everyone had a great time, including Joe and Elaine 
Ferguson and Anthony Barbara Ferrante, who went out on Saturday.  Iôll bet that we have an even larger crew for 
next yearôs trip, because of this yearôs success! Þ 
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FISHING TOURNAMENT AND CHAMBER PICNIC CATCH ACCLAIM!!!  
Saturday, June, 5

th
 was the date of the 2010 Tour de Troutôs 22

nd
 Annual Edition and the StrongLand 

Memberôs Picnic.  By the size of the ticket sales, and the possible attendance at the picnic, it appears that 
StrongLand will score two big hits.  On that date, hundreds of men, women and children will take part in, what 
has become one of the most eagerly awaited family participation programs.  Northmoreland Park, each year on 
the first Saturday in June, is the site of the StrongLand Membership Picnic from 11am to 2 pm, (see enclosed 
flier for more details) and the ñBigò Fish Tournament from 7am to 2 pm.   

 
Every hour someone wins $25 dollars for catching the biggest trout, with special bonuses given for 
tagged fish and fish caught by a youth, teen, adult and senior anglers.  Everyone wins and has a great 
time at the Tour de Trout.  This event is especially important to the Tour de Trout Committee and its 
director Bobby Hunt , because, in his words, ñIt is so rewarding to watch the excited faces of the kids as 
they bring their entries over to the judges for measuring.ò  The Army Corps of Engineersô mascots, 
Freddy the Fish  and Bobber the Dog , will be on hand to teach safety on and near the water.  The 
entire event is brought to you by McCutcheon Enterprises, Apollo Trust and the Westmoreland 
County Department of Parks and Recreation  and these following sponsors:  

A-K VALLEY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
AMATO FINANCIAL SERVICES 
DR. CHRISTINA DEBICH, 
CHIROPRACTOR 
FERGUSON HEATING & AIR 
CONDITIONING 
FERRANTE MOTOR CARS 
FIRST COMMONWEALTH 
FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 
FIVE STARR CATERING 

KEDDIE CHEVROLET/KEDDIE LEER 
KENNETH R. SLOAN INSURANCE 
LACKEYôS DAIRY QUEEN 
LINGROW FARM 
M & K DECORATORôS WORKSHOP 
ANNETTE MERLINO, DMD 
MYERS PRINT SHOP 
NIKIôS QUICK SIX 
NORTH APOLLO AUTO WRECKING 
POMFRETôS PAINTS & VARIETY 
POUNDSô TURKEY FARM 

THE RIVERôS EDGE CANOE & KAYAK 
S & T BANK 
SHANK SANITATION INC. 
STANFORD HOME CENTER 
THOMAS TOURS 

 

WANT TO ATTEND LEADERSHIP ALLE -KISKI VALLEY FOR HALF PRICE?  
 éSTRONGLAND PAYS İ TUITION FOR 2 STRONGLAND MEMBERS 
The StrongLand Chamber will partially help ñfoot the billò for two StrongLand Members to join the 2010-
2011 Leadership Alle -Kiski Class  which will start up again in September.  Thatôs right, two lucky 
StrongLand Members will be selected to take part in the acclaimed, Leadership Alle-Kiski Valley Program, 
which includes 9 outstanding sessions on important and well presented subjects like, education, human 
services, healthcare, government, marketing and media, law and justice and more.  The sessions also 
include interesting tours, ñhot topicò discussions and plenty of valuable networking with the class and key leaders from all over the 
region. 
 
Go to www.lakv.org. to find out more about the LAKV organization.  To apply for the $450 scholarship support, all you have to do is 
send a letter of intent to: StrongLand Chamber of Commerce, 1129 Industrial Park Road, Box 10, Suite 108, Vandergrift, PA.   
Tell us in the letter who you are and why you would like to be awarded this major scholarship.  An independent committee will review 
the applicants and make a decision by mid July.  Donôt hesitate, apply today!  Ask any class member and theyôll tell you that their 
participation in this program was one of the most important decisions in their recent lives.   Þ 

STRONGNET BUSINESS TO BUSINESS PROGRAMé JUNE 15TH   
There is no better way to benefit your business than the ñStrongNetò Business to Business 
Breakfast Program .  The next one is scheduled for 8 a.m. at the Allegheny Township Building 
on Tuesday, June 15th .  Coffee and rolls will be provided while Dr. Denny Tang, ACMH, 
Board Certified Colorectal Surgeon will speak followed by a question and answer period.  Those who have attended always 
want to return because they find new sources of cost saving supplies and/or new customers.  Confirm your attendance today!  
There is no charge, so all you have to loose is one hour of your time and what you will gain will make up for that!   Often times 
Chamber Members donôt realize that they need to get out and meet other business leaders to help raise awareness of who 
they are and what they do.  Bring an example of your work to show everyone and prepare a short verbal commercial on your 
latest product or service.  We have nothing to gain by trying to get you  to come except to help you get the word out!   
What are you waiting for, sign up now!!!  Þ 

http://www.lakv.org/
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