The Séronel and Quickletter

CHAMBER OF = COMMERCE
SERVING SOUTHERN ARMSTRONG & NORTHERN WESTMORLAND COUNTIES

Chamber Mission . . . To advance the economic, industrial, professional, cultural and civic welfare in order to improve the
AQuality of Lifed in communities served by StronglLand.
COME AND TALK INFORMALLY WITH YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS Spring 2010 Calendar
€ GOVERNMENT AND CH@MB ER CLAMBAKE, . AP'515 NooR ‘i’sconom‘FcBedelb’pment/KVEMtg -
. TRIBUTE TO THE #ALI FE AND TI MESO J AnGmer ofit R
This is the year to come and take part in the 23 Annual Government and Mar. 16 - 7:45 am - StrongNet; Where Members Meet to
Chamber Legislative Clam Bake , which will be held on Thursday, April Network S _
29" 2010 at River Forest Country Club from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. There is so Mar. 16 - 8:30 am - Academic Quiz Bow! Final, Penn State
. i . . - New Kensington
much going on; you ¢ a nalfdrd to miss this

— -~ < . Mar. 16 - Noon, Golf Committee Meeting, Chamber Office
significant _event!!! | t &iBIGelection year, so

everyone is paying specific attention to what, you the
voters are expecting and, on top of that, the economy
continues to play a huge role in how government is
affecting our businesses and personal lives. Come and

Mar.

=

16 - 6:30 pm, Entrepreneur Program Graduation,
PSNK

Mar. 17 - StrongLand Motivational Scholarship Deadline

=

Mar. 17 - 4:00 pm, Special Events Committee Mtg. -

find out what is being done to try to improve the econom Chamber Office
. 9 y P . y Mar. 18 - 8:00 am - Membership Committee Mtg. -
and, the most important part, bring your own ideas to Chamber Office
share. This is how the changes begin! Mar. 18 - 12:30 pm - Education Committee Mtg. - Chamber
Office

Webre also setting tifimei fasiared t o r e|M& &b @npPemandfrergy Solutions Seminar - 8:30
T i medf long-time public servant, Congressman Jack Murtha . Our am, PSNK & 3 pm, Pittsburgh Mills

- . - . . Mar. 24 - 7:00 pm - Quiz Bowl Final Re-Broadcast on
sympathy goes out to his family, staff and friends. Come and join us in COmEast Sﬁic A‘tlzvcesl,s Channel

honoring his dedicated service to our region. Mar. 27 - 10:00 am - Quiz Bowl Final Re-Broadcast on
Comcast Public Access Channel
The River Forest Country Club  will put together a wonderful array of hot Mar. 31 - 8:00 am - Chairperson Committee Meeting,
and cold hors doé oeuvres for all tol|l enj Oﬁmbeé"g‘cewe i nformal lly me
Apr. 06 - 8:00'am - Marketing Committee Meetmg KASD

local, county, state and federal officials who represent us. See the
enclosed flier for a list of elected officials who have been invited and to make | Apr. 07 - 3:30 pm - Leadership Alle-Kiski Valley, Lenape Vo

your timely reservation to network with your fellow business men and Aor. 08 7_T3‘300h StronaLand Board Meeting. Alleah
women. The cost is $20 in advance or $25 at the door, so sign up now and pr. 08 - 7:39 am - Strong-and Board Meeting, Allegheny

Township Community Bldg.

save!l b

| T6S TIME TO MAKE RESERVATI ONSé. STRImMSIEND RI VERSH
SOJOURN!
Who would have thought just a couple of weeks ago that we would have Page 2

ever come out of this fAheartyo wintler®; 26t @q?ualggg‘pqtqﬁ;& appears to
the corner, now! All of the plans are in place to operate the Alle-Kiski emand Energy Solutions

Connie Rivers Sojourn, organized by the StrongLand Chamber of : ngaiﬁ)é(ZTFW Graduation
Commerce Foundation . Kathy Males, Event Director, and her wonderful ’
crew of planners and safety professionals, are inviting you to come and be a Page 3
part of this historic event, showing peoplei n e ar that thealocal river « StrongLand Services
system is, indeed, a tourist attraction. Enclosed you will find a detailed flier « Academic Quiz Bow
that tells you about all of the fun and learning that will take place May 13-16, « Leadership Alle-Kiski Valley
2010.
Page 4
Because of | ast year s success, t hil|s eyMembers With Sotnething Bo®ay wi | | on
the Crooked Creek Environmental Learning Center , with all of its
; wonderful amenmes Those signing- Inserts___
up early can receive theirownfi d o r M0, o pemand Energy Solutions Seminar

style accommodations , or if desired, « 23rd Annual Government & Chamber Clam
can camp out in the meadow along Bake

side of the rustic lodge. Each day the Alle-Kiski-Connie Rivers Sojourn
group will take on another river 26th Annual Golf Outing

challenge plus several side tours and Chamber Committee Volunteer Form
special programs, as noted in the flier. Alle-Kiski Medical Center Community &
One day excursions are also Cuisine Cookbook

available. Itds a greaf ,» Gare AtHamey way t o

Y £ get in shape for the warm summer that » Chamber Choice

Taking in the view. lies ahead. b
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

i AFFORDABLE ABDT® B8N HENZA STRONGLAND GOLF OUTING

You might ask, what could we have done to iAnsperrove S
We 6 meved it to Friday, w e 6 gtading it earlier in the day, w e 6 reddiced the price, w e 6 added

sponsorships with more fi b a riogtide buck and w e 6 added a cash prize on every hole. If that sounds

like itds more affordable and more fun, then donot
possible before all of the sponsorships and golfing positions are taken!'! We t hi nk wedve got
combination of what youdve al/l been asking forl! 1!
On Friday, July 16 ™, 2010, beginning at 10:30 a.m. for registration, followed by lunch, the StrongLand
Members will take to the fairways at 11:iBdemzeson f or
the par threebs, plus a cash skill prize on every holge. Bes
another 18 hole, round of golf, compliments of Lenape Heights Golf Course.  The flier, enclosed in this mailing, tells it all,
including how thisy e a splnsors get a greater value for their support. Doné6ét wait; sign up today
get in. Sponsorships, as well as golfing positions, are limited, so make your decision early to play in the Alle-K i s k i Regi oni

best outing. b

ON DEMAND ENERGY SOLUTIONS SHOWS HOW YOU CAN SAVE ON COMPANY®&dS ENERGY

I f you havenét already made your reservation, you need toconsid
Tuesday, March 23" to hear about the advantages of belonging to a business energy pool and savingfi b i g

b u ¢ kvghen it comes to purchasing your electric. We are told that when deregulation occurs at the end of this

year, that the price of your electric could go up by as much as 40%. In an effort to avoid these rising rates, the

StrongLand Chamber of Commerce working with Chamber Choice and On Demand Energy Solutions, will present

how pooling works to a businesso6s flerégnantoazga. i nFahimomaiilnfagr mat
Ashoclkedowhat 6s about to happen t o t 2845615426 and reskrvea keatatthisitimelyt y . Cal |
workshop. b

STRONGLAND FOUNDATION GRADUATES STUDENT ENTREPRENEURS

On Tuesday, March 16", the StrongLand Chamber of Commerce Foundation  graduates its second class of student

entrepreneurs, from its Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program . Wedre proud of what these
students did to prepare for their entrepreneur class graduations. Students decided upon the specific business they wanted to

start, wrote a functional business plan, acquired funding and began marketing their own special products and services.

Landscaping/grounds maintenance, cabinetry, roofing and clothing retail were the special businesses
’ that the current class members are preparing to launch. The program included an opportunity for the
students to exhibit their products and services to family, friends and other interested adults at the Penn State
CRC) New Kensington Facility on March 16", beginning at 6:30p.m.. The Chamber Foundation, feeling a

I commi t ment to each studentds success, will continue t
students as they begin their own new ventures. We want to thank all of our Tax Credit Sponsors, Session
Facilitators and Penn State New Kensington for making this project work. If you know anyone who would
| i ke to t ake EptepreneuiAdverdwer , d eplt edfise | et us know so that they ma
724-845-5426 to find out how easy it is for your business to receive a tax credit for funding this program. When you provide a
tax credit to the StrongLand Chamber Foundation, your tax dollars will stay here to fund this valuable program, instead of
sending it all into Harrisburg for an uncertain distribution. b

VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME FOR A GREAT CAUSE
Have you ever wondered how you could become a volunteer wi

StrongLand Chamber of Commerce? Then, wonder nomore! | 't 6s easy and fun and all you
enclosed Volunteer Application Form  and mail it to StrongLand Chamber, 1129 Industrial Park Road, Box 10, Suite

108, Vandergrift, Pa. 15690. Or, i f f @24-B485-5426itcask ualimiged 6t y o u
Qu e st i Strangland Needs Youoa n drouiiNeed StronglLand .0 I'tds that perfect balanc

you in touch with people and resources that can help your business become more successful, while you provide a
wonder ful service tQaal ihtey fdam theertgiof @ tee farmhyeu will see how may outstanding
programs and event that StrongLand delivers to make ours the best place to live, work and play. Make your selections
and we will work you in. b

' - - Vehicle Lettering & Graphics
We're in Business Logo Design & Reproduction

Magnetic Signs & Banners
For YOUR_ Business! Parking & Traffic Signs

- > Engraved Signs « Storefronts ; (724)224-5008 "
LY IR Ly IO 1) [ENCIETED ADA Sign Systems » Carved Signs WWW.graysigns.com
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
IT PAYS TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF CHAMBER SERVICES
Just in case you didndt knygow!! ToHeservedh a mb e
rO al l you must first know what your options are and what level or type of service you
CHAMBER R COMMERCGE | may need. Now, following that thought, I will list the variety of things that we can
SERVING SOUTHERN ARMSTRONG & NORTHERN WESTMORELAND COUNTIES do to help make yOUr buSInESS better

. A free promotional paragraph in any QuickLetter telling people who you are and what you do (Members With Something
to Say)

. Freelistings i n our Annual Chamber Directory and on the Chamber és
the time to let us know when something in your listing changes)

. Full page insert in any QuickLetter with your message.(We send out 500 of your copies to all Members for only $100)

. FreeemailBlast toallii Bl astMémhkkeer s . (your message going to all of our
. Afree link to your website. (Or from yours to ours)
. Sponsorship and advertising opportunities (For StrongLandbds public and fAmembers o

are listed as they occur in our Chamber Mailings.)
. Networking by participating in the business to business programcalled i St r on gNET 0
. Volunteering to take part in any of the StrongLand Committees and Programs. (By doing this you build credibility for
yourself and business while you are doing something good for the community)
. Attendingevents i s wonder ful for improving your businessdds visibili
. Direct sales at events like the Bike Race, HomExpo and other appropriate events.
. Problem solving and funding  (Opportunities to have the Chamber help you with a specific problem your business faces.)
(Help with personnel, marketing, buildings, equipment, etc.)
. etc. Please call our office with any questions at 724.845.5426.

FI NAL MEET FOR THI S SEASON6S QUI Z BOWL RESCHEDULED
One thing is for certain; that webve had more weatﬁr rel e

ever had!!l Throughout February, | wonder if there is anyone who was not affected by the record

breaking snowfalls. Because of this bad weather and the resulting delays and cancellations, the

StrongLand Quiz Bowl's final meet had to be rescheduled from February 16" to Tuesday, March 16" at /\.w\
8:30 a.m. at Penn State New Kensington . If that date fits into your schedule we hope you can come to

the PSNK Auditorium to view the final rounds of this outstanding competition. All of our StrongLand @ @

School Districts will be taking part, each vying for the plaques, trophies and wonderful prizes. Prizes this

year will include movie gift cards, redeemable for movies and refreshments at the South Pike Cinema . ~

We are all anxious to see which school district will win. To make a reservation to attend, please call

StrongLand at 724-845-5426. The questions are challenging and | think
answer s. Al s o, dondt forget that (Wednesdap Marah 24 "cah7 ptmhand a ct u

Saturday, March 27 ™, at 10 a.m. b

LEADERSHIP A-K VALLEY HOLDS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SESSION

On April 15 (famous for another reason and |
Leadership Alle -Kiski Valley will hold a session on Economic_Development_which

begins at the Alcoa Lab Lodge on Route 780. This group will take a hard look at the

economy and whatdéds happening to our | ocal re
Commonweal th Financing, Westmoreland Economi
StrongLand willtakeanin-d ept h |1 ook to determine whatés n
around. I f youbre interested in monitoring

The 10:00 a.md .2:45 p.m. session focuses on: The Impact of Economic Uncertainty , Economic Diversity  within
the Region , and Workforce Development . Please call us 724-845-5426 for all the details or to make a reservation. b
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