
Chamber Mission . . .  To advance the economic, industrial, professional, cultural and civic welfare in order to improve the 

“Quality of Life” in communities served by StrongLand. 

May 03 - 5:30 pm - Tour de Trout Committee Mtg., Myers 

Print Shop 

May 04 - 8:00 am - Marketing Committee Meeting, KASD 

May 05 - 3:30 pm - Leadership Alle-Kiski Valley, 

Allegheny Valley Chamber 

May 11 -  8:00 am - Finance Committee Mtg., Chamber 

Office 
May 11 - Noon - Special Events Committee Mtg., 

Chamber Office 
May 12 - 8:00 am - Windows 7 Seminar, Conference 

Room, Parks Bend Business Center 
May 13 - 7:30 am - StrongLand Board Meeting, 

Allegheny Township Community Bldg. 
May 13-16 - Alle-Kiski-Connie Rivers Sojourn, Crooked 

Creek Environmental Learning Center 
May 17 - Noon - Economic Development/KVE Mtg. - 

Chamber Office 
May 18 - 7:45 am - StrongNet; Where Members Meet to 

Network 
May 19 - 8:00 am - Government Relations Committee 

Mtg., McCutcheon Enterprises 
May 20 - 8:00 am - Membership Committee Meeting, 

Chamber Office 
May 20 - Leadership Alle-Kiski Valley Graduation, Alcoa 

Lab Lodge, Upper Burrell 
May 20 - 12:30 pm - Education Committee Mtg. - 

Conference Room Parks Bend Business 
Center 

May 20 - 5:30 pm - Bike Race Committee Mtg. - Pleasant 

Valley Brethren Church, Keppel Hill 
May 26 - 8:00 am - Committee Chair Meeting. 

May 2010 Calendar of Events 
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StrongLand 26th Annual Golf Outing 
Membership Picnic 
Alle-Kiski-Connie River Sojourn 
Tour de Trout Fishing Tournament 
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Leadership Alle-Kiski Valley Class XVIII 

Graduation 

StrongLand Advertising Opportunities 

Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program 

Members With Something To Say 

Tour de StrongLand Advertising Opportunity 

Windows 7 Seminar 

26th Annual Golf Outing 

Alle-Kiski-Connie Rivers Sojourn 

Tour de Trout Poster & Tickets 

Membership Picnic 

StrongNet, Where Members meet to Network 

Kiski Area Education Foundation 

Willowbrook Country Club 

STRONGLAND SPONSORS ñWINDOWS 7ò SEMINAR FOR YOU! 
The StrongLand Chamber of Commerce is proud to announce that Total 
Communications Management Service (TCMS) will co-sponsor a timely 
workshop all about the brand new Windows 7 from Microsoft.  Mark Bowman from 
TCMS, assisted by Michael Rimmel will present the program 
which will take place from 8 am to 10:30 am on Wednesday, May 
12th in the Conference Room at the StrongLand Chamber Office 
in Parks Bend.  The program is absolutely free and will include 
an introduction to the new software and contain the following 
information: 

Enhancements over the old Windows program 
What’s new and how it can most effectively be used to make your life easier 
Differences between the Version Types 
And the session will include time for plenty of Q & A about the program 

 

Part two of the work shop is a bonus and will cover other breakthroughs in office 
management systems like: 

When should you think about changing your phone system 
How can you ad a cellular gateway to reduce your operating costs 
What can you do to combine your cellular and land phone system 
What’s new in IP phones in home and office 
Voicemail to email 

 
Take a look at the flier included in this mailing to see how you can register to 
take part in this worthwhile workshop or call us at the Chamber Office (724-
845-5426) for more information. Þ 

HELP US PRESENT THE REGION'S BEST SPORTING EVENT 
éTHE TOUR DE STRONGLAND ENTERS ITS 23RD YEAR 

If youôre looking for the perfect way to get some excellent 
advertising at a very low price, then consider an 
advertising/sponsorship position with Southwestern 
Pennsylvaniaôs oldest and largest Bike Race Event, the 
Tour de StrongLand .  Cost-wise, it’s one of the best ways to 
get your name out there to remind people of who you are and 
to emphasize that your business makes our well loved 

community event possible.  Just do the numbers… the Major Sponsorship, 
which costs $3,000, puts your name first on thousands of TV/Cable commercials 
into over 800,000 households.  The Tour de StrongLand not only carries your 
name and logo first on TV commercials, it also appears in 1000’s of dollars worth 
of newspaper ads (Valley News Dispatch), posters, placemats, large banners, the 
pace cars and even on the official Tee Shirt.  For example the voiceover on the 
commercial will say…   “Ladies and Gentlemen, it’s time for the Your Companyôs 
Name Here,  Tour de StrongLand.” 
 

If the major advertising/sponsor position is a little more than you might want to 
pay, imagine your businesses logo on all of these aforementioned bike race 
advertisements in one of the top spots for only $1000 (and that includes TV, too)!!!  
Take a few moments to consider helping us produce this major event and review 
the advertising/sponsorship fact sheet enclosed in this mailing. 
 

By the way, this year’s bike race, the 22nd Tour de StrongLand, will take place 
on both Saturday and Sunday, September 11th and 12th at Roaring Run and the 
Allegheny Township Giant Eagle.  Included with the race will be a full scale 
classic car show, exciting demonstrations of bike riding skill, arts and crafts, 
and business sales and display booths.  The event has become a huge 
festival, featuring our great community riders of every skill level age, and 
description.  Help us make this yearôs Tour de StrongLand ñthe best one 
ever!!!ò  Þ 
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WEôVE ROUNDED THE CORNERé ñSPRING IS IN THE AIRò AND ITôS TIME TO THINK ABOUT 
YOUR SUMMER GOLF SCHEDULE 
Don’t wait too long to consider some golf in your summer work schedule.  Besides being a boon for your 
business (all the networking and contract signing that goes on at our outing) it will also be a lot of fun 
and actually save money for you this year.  The StrongLand Golf Committee, Chaired by Bill Woodard 
from Penn State New Kensington, has put together an outstanding package of prizes, great food, plenty 
of beer and the best golf at a new lower cost.  Remember when you play a StrongLand Golf Outing, 

you get to play the course again for free later on in the year.  The Lenape Heights Golf Course and StrongLand 
are working closely together to make sure that you will have a wonderful time at this year’s Outing, scheduled to take 
place on Friday, July 16

th
.  Take a good look at the flier to see all that is being offered at the reduced price of $120.  

Joe Ferguson even likes this one!!!  So don’t wait to long and be shut out of the best “business golf outing” in the Alle-
Kiski Region… sign up today.  Also, take a hard look at the advertising/sponsorship opportunities that are 
available as well.  Þ 

STRONGLAND SUMMER PICNIC FOR MEMBERS AND THEIR EMPLOYEES 
Looking for an inexpensive way to get everyone together for a bonding event at no cost to you… then bring your 
employees and their families to the StrongLand Chamber of Commerce 
Picnic, at the Northmoreland Park Boat House/Conference Center, from 11 
a.m. until 2 p.m., Saturday, June 5

th
.  Anthony Ferrante and Joe Ferguson 

will sponsor the main course and all you need to do is bring a favorite tureen 
to add to the bounty.  We guarantee  great  weather  to make it easy to have 
some indoor and outdoor fun as well.  Sack Races, Watermelon Eating Contest and raffle will be but a few of the fun 
events to make everyone happy.  Take a walk around the lake on the fabulous brick trail, or bring your fishing rod and 
participate in the Juried Fishing Tournament that is going on at the same time.  Whatever you do, don’t miss out on the 
fun and networking that will be taking place.  See the enclosed flier for all of the details, complete with information on 
how to register.  Put the poster up on the bulletin board for all of your employees to see so they can sign up to 
come, too.  Þ  

STRONGLAND CHAMBER SPONSORS TWO BIG WATER EVENTSé 
 éTHE ALLE-KISKI-CONNIE RIVER SOJOURN 
  éTHE TOUR DE TROUT FISHING DERBY  
The StrongLand River Sojourns, over the years, has helped to create a whole new recreation/tourist industry for our 
area, so take the time to come out and find out why the local rivers are so great as to draw people from all over.  With 

over 12 years of experience in conducting a river boating event, we think that we can get you excited about our 
waterways, as well!!!  Check out the enclosed flier to see how you can come for a day or make a 
weekend out of it.  The food is great, the accommodations are excellent at the Crooked Creek 
Environmental Center (base camp for the overnighters) and you’ll really like the excellent 

programs that augment the canoeing fun.  Amateur astronomy, historic and nature interpretation and more, make this a 
well rounded program. This year’s event takes place from May 13 – 16 on the Kiski, Conemaugh and Allegheny Rivers. 
 
The Tour de Trout Fishing Derby is scheduled to happen on Saturday, June 5

th
, at Northmoreland Park Lake from  

7 a.m. until 2 p.m.  Cash prizes each hour for the longest trout, plus end of the day awards make this event a favorite for 
many local anglers.  Tagged prize fish add to the fun and don’t forget you’ll have a chance to meet 

water safety experts, Freddy the Fish  and Bobber the Dog,  from the Army Corps of Engineers.  
Please help us by distributing event tickets and displaying the enclosed Tour de Trout posters.  You can help 

us by buying the 5 tickets, enclosed in this mailing, as gifts for your family, friends, or employees, or just 
put them out to sell to interested fisherman.  Please turn the tickets in with payment prior to the event so we 
can validate the winners when they come forward with their prize fish.  The event attracts well over 500 

participants and we give all of the proceeds back each year as prizes and to stock the lake.  Þ 
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LEADERSHIP ALLE-KISKI VALLEY GRADUATION IS SCHEDULED 
2010-2011 CLASS RECRUITMENT UNDERWAY!  

On Thursday, May 20, Leadership Alle-Kiski Valley Class XVIII celebrates their 
graduation. The seventeen member Class has enjoyed an informative, challenging and 
exciting year filled with intriguing speakers, company and community tours, leadership 
skills development and challenging discussion. If you would like to learn more about 
our region's premier leadership development program, please contact Diane Chabal, Program Manager, at 
724-681-4109 or visit www.lakv.org. LAKV thanks the StrongLand Chamber for its strong support. 
 
Leadership Alle-Kiski Valley Class XVIII: 

ADVERTISE IN THE MONTHLY STRONGLAND QUICKLETTERé 
 
éSEND US INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR BUSINESS AND WEôLL PRINT IT FOR FREE IN ñMEMBER 
WITH SOMETHING TO SAY!ò  You can email it to strongland@windstream.net or call it into 724-845-
5426. 
 
éSEND US 530 FLIERS AND A CHECK FOR $100 AND WEôLL MAIL IT OUT TO THE ENTIRE 
STRONGLAND MEMBERSHIP  Call us at 724-845-5426 to reserve a space in the upcoming 
QuickLetter. 
 
éAlso, remember that the StrongLand Chamber can e-mail your announcements for free to the 
owners and managers of all of the prominent StrongLand Business Members.  All you have to do is 
send us your email release (strongland@windstream.net) and weôll forward it to about 300 
businesses.  Þ 

RIGHT NOW IS THE TIME TO BECOME AN EDUCATIONAL IMPROVEMENT TAX CREDIT 
BUSINESSé ITôS VERY EASY!!! 
All you have to do is go to Pennsylvania’s Official Website (www.newPA.com)  and search for 
educational improvement tax credit program.  Find the  business application form so that you 
can donate your regular state tax dollars to a local organization listed on the website, instead of 
letting it slip away from you as taxes.  All applications must be in soon.  Designations will begin on 
July 1

st
, 2010. You’ll find an easy-to-fill-out application form there that you can submit to the state. 

The StrongLand Chamber has a state approved program to help high school students learn how to set up their own 
business.  You can help by donating up to 70% of your state taxes to this or any other approved tax credit program.  
Your money stays in the area to benefit our local high school students.  Þ 

pennsylvania  
STATE OF INNOVATION  

Helen Anderson, Quality Life Services, Meadow Lake Manor, 
handerson@qualitylifeservices.com 

Linda Jaskolka, Alle-Kiski Medical Center, ljaskolk@wpahs.org 

Jennifer Dombroski, First National Bank, dombroski@fnb-corp.com 

James Kuemmerle, Armstrong-Indiana MH/MR Program, 
jkuemmerle@aimhmr.net 

Robert Edwards, Lenape Technical School, 
redwards@lenape.k12.pa.us 

Julie Lockhart, Visiting Nurses Association, WPA, 
jlockhart@vna.com 

Melissa Elko, Armstrong Center of Medicine & Health, 
melissa_elko@yahoo.com 

Lyn Marchwinski, Westmoreland Intermediate Unit @ KASD, 
lmarchwinski@wiu.k12.pa.us 

Cheryl Kestner, Mary Queen of Apostles School, 
ckestner@mqaschool.org 

Chad McCutcheon, McCutcheon Enterprises, Inc., 
chadmc@completewastemgmt.com 

Tamara Girardi, New Kensington Rotary, girarditamara@yahoo.com 

Brian Hough, Visiting Nurses Association, WPA, bhough@vna.com 

Allison Schaltenbrand, Trib Total Media, 
aschaltenbrand@tribweb.com 

Susan Wells, Highmark, susan.wells@highmark.com 

Larissa Yates, Adagio Health, lstraub@adagiohealth.org 

Sara McGuire, Vandergrift Improvement Project (VIP), 
saramcguire@phlf.org 

Lori Harvey, Penn State Electro Optics Center, lharvey@eoc.psu.edu 
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mailto:redwards@lenape.k12.pa.us
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AMATO FINANCIAL  SERVICES 
LEECHBURG PROFESSIONAL BUILDING  

165 Third Street · Leechburg, PA 15656 

724.845.7338 

WWW .FRANKAMATO .COM  
Awarded 2009 Pittsburgh Magazine  Five Star 
Wealth Manager - Best in client satisfaction 

RETIREMENT INCOME PLANNING  · LIFE INSURANCE PLANNING  · INVESTMENTS · HEALTH INSURANCE · LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE 
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THE KISKI AREA EDUCATION FOUNDATION OFFERS STRONGLAND MEMBERS ONE YEAR FREE 

ADVERTISING. 
The Kiski Area Education Foundation, a 501-C3 Nonprofit, is beginning its annual fund raising campaign.  As an 
incentive for giving, they want to offer your business a chance to have FREE advertisement, as well as a chance to 
get a FREE weekend get-away.  The information about all of this is in the current issue of their monthly newsletter!  
In their all new appeal, they are offering any business that becomes a member at the $5,000 Corporate Cavalier 
Legacy Society level ONE YEAR OF FREE ADVERTISING on the soon-to-be constructed Digital Message 
Marquee displayed near the entrance of the Kiski Area High School.  See the enclosed flyer for additional details 
and membership benefits! 

 
ALLE-KISKI MEDICAL CENTER RECEIVES AWARDS FOR QUALITY 
For the fifth year in a row the AKMC (Alle-Kiski Medical Center) has received the “Distinguished Hospital for 
Clinical Excellence Award by the Nation’s leading independent healthcare rating organization, HealthGrades.  
This award places AKMC in the top 5% of hospitals in the country for quality patient outcomes.  Not only are we 
fortunate to have a hospital in our region with this outstanding rating, but they also received top ratings from the 
Hospital Quality Alliance Report and from the Pa. Department of Health.  Both of these placed the Alle-Kiski Medical 
Center in the top percentages of hospitals for quality care and the elimination of hospital-acquired infections.  Kudos 
to the Alle -Kiski Medical Center and all of the wonderful work they do to keep people in our region healthy.  

 
PENNSYLVANIA CAREERLINK ALLE-KISKI PLANS JOB FAIR FOR REGION 
Working together with Penn State New Kensington and our local chambers of commerce, CareerLink Alle-Kiski, 
is planning to do its part to help our local people find employment.  In addition to working with WestPax  and the 
WANT Job and Career Expos, they are now planning a regional job fair to take place at Penn State New 
Kensington, October 7

th
.  This massive undertaking attracted well over 600 job seekers this past fall and nearly 50 

employers.  The StrongLand Chamber and its Members support this effort and hope that your business will get 
involved to do its part to get the economy headed in the right direction.   

 
WESTMORELAND COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE OFFERS SOME GREAT CREDIT CLASSES THIS 
SUMMER 
Registration is beginning for area students who want to enroll in Westmoreland County Community Collegeôs 
summer courses.  Sessions of various lengths will begin on May 17, June 23 and June 8.  These classes are open 
to current and new students, including those who attend other colleges and universities during the academic year.  
They take these classes so they can transfer their credits to other bachelor’s degree programs in their home schools 
to help them to graduate sooner.  High school juniors and seniors with recommendations from school officials are 
also eligible to take these courses and earn college credits.  These classes are offered at a number of locations, 
including the WCCC New Kensington Center.  For a complete listing of classes and locations you can call 800-262
-2103 or go to the WCCC web site… www.wccc.edu.  

 
VANDERGRIFT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (VIP) ANNOUNCES IMPORTANT EVENT DATES 
Newly elected VIP Board Chair, Julie Martin, Byers Taxi and Busing Services, recently announced that the 
Vandergrift program is moving forward with a great season of community enhancing events.  ñFirst Thursdays,ò a 
proposed monthly event, is designed to bring people to town for exciting programs that would vary from month to 
month.  One month it could be a contest or raffle, a special entertainment program or a scavenger hunt with prizes.  
Working together with downtown merchants, Julie is hoping to create an exciting dialogue that will help get everyone 
working together to benefit the town’s customers.  In addition to First Thursdays, the following are some important 
dates to remember: 

May 1
st
, Clean Up Day (8 a.m. – 2 p.m.) 

May 6
th
, First Thursday Debut (4 – 7 p.m.) 

June 5
th
, Fine Arts Festival (ll a.m. – 8 p.m.) 

June 26
th
, PA Hero Walk 

July 17
th
, Farmers Market opening day 

 
Those who wish more information or want to become involved with any of the above are asked to call the 
VIP office at 724-567-5286, 

http://www.wccc.edu/

