The Séron

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

o] .and Quickletter

SERVING SOUTHERN ARMSTRONG & NORTHERN WESTMORLAND COUNTIES

Chamber Mission . . . To advance the economic, industrial, professional, cultural and civic welfare in order to improve the

AQuality of Lifed in communities served by StronglLand.

MAKE HALLOWEEN A SPECIAL EVENT FOR YOU AND YOUR September/October 2009 Calendar

STAFFECOME TO THE STRONGLAND/ COUNTY C@dhMs &1 I TRUNIE Rrénland Bike Race

BREAKFAST Sept. 15 - 7:45 am - StrongNet; Where Members Meet

How would you like to have six County Commissioners _for to Network _ .

Breakfast!!l??2_ Then make a reservation to come to this / Sept. 16 - 8Mam - Gov. Relations Committee Mtg. -

—_— . A : . cCutcheon Enterprises, Inc.

yeac€Co mm' ssionerso6 Hal Wwhiohwiktake Br Sept. 17 - 8:30 am - Membership Committee Mtg. -

place at he Willowbrook County Club , Wednesday, October Chamber Office

28" beginning at 8 a.m.  Sponsored by the StrongLand Sept. 17 - 12:30 pm - Education Committee Mtg. -

Chamber of Commerceds Governmeat 6 IRle! [@ja v ® n&ohdhbenfiicet t e e,

excellent chance to hear your Commi s s|iSeptn2érNgo- ECOT;QFEWDQVQO@%%UKVEW@ not o

happening at the County level, but you might even get their viewpoints on the Chamber )

Stimulus Programs and how they are affecting County services. Sept. 24 - 7pm - Entrepreneurial Program Parent

Orientation, Penn State New Kensington

Patty Kirkpatrick, Rich Fink, and Jim Scahill will be representing.Ar.rnstrong gi?t'oio ) ’;‘3,??_ Eﬁ?ﬁ;?g;i%?i;o;?g:f;"\giit,:ngtate

County and Tom Balya, Tom Ceraso and Charles Anderson  are invited to New Kensington

bring you the Westmoreland County point of view. The Breakfast is grand, Oct. 06 - 8 am - Marketing Committee, Kiski Area

complete with fresheggsandi made t o or demd walhe& | persaog|r am i Aim. 8ldg.

complete without someone dawning a costume i i the s p i rofithed@ay. The |Oct. 06 - Noon - Special Events Committee Meeting,

costforallthisii nf or mat iiconly @hddlak ama youol | slee t h@hamber Qffiges o

well worth it!!! Who said that Halloween is just for kids? The StrongLand Oct. 07 - 3:30 - Leadership Alle-Kiski Valley

Hall oween Breakfast has become a tr adi g oloamté’zf}o Allegﬂf'g]qrbﬁla'rpf%ﬁ to e
. . . . . o bs r"7pm IErené’ur al pef tle

yourself. Bring the whole office and turn Halloween Day into something special New Kensington

f or iatldggeat treat, or is that a trick! See the enclosed flier for all the Oct. 12 - 3:30pm - Finance Meeting - Chamber Office

fi g o rdegtdils about this great event.p Oct. 14 - 7:30am - Board Meeting, Allegheny Twp.

Community Bldg.
STRONGLAND BEGINS I TS 0BUSINESS TO BUS RPE$QM-County Commi ssioperso
L. ) Willowbrook Country Club

PROGRAMSéOSTRREGS6 || S JUS TRONG ET

RIGHT TO HELP YOU FIND CUSTOMERS! w

Tired of sitting around and waiting for people to -

find you? Then you needtogive i St r -dl B gadhance to help you improve Inside...

youribott omThimse.i® one of the Chambiea 64 Pagedvest programs and

proven success. Our StrongLand Membership Committee, headed by Tony e Check Your Web Listing

Collechi , took the time to study similar programs run in nearby chambers and * Alle-Kiski Job Fair

designed a program from the best elements of each of them. Every month o StrongLand HomExpo

through January, the StrongLand Chamber will hold one of these programs on Page 3

the third Tuesday of the Month , at the Allegheny Township Municipal » StrongLand Broad Tab

Building , beginning at 7:45 a.m. ar:r(]j ending at 9t|:':1.m. at the Iates“E. The « StrongLand 25th Anniversary Dinner

scheduled dates are September 15™, October 20™, November 17", (skipping :

December so you can attend the LAKV Holiday Party) and January 19" 2010. * LAKVFall Classes Begin

We will be E-Mail Blasting you the fliers for the individual events as they Page 4 _ _

become available. The current flier is included in this mailing. Please signupto | ¢ Members With Something To Say

come and bring a friendé. I f you brin|gPaggS5guest that joins the Ch

get some Chamber Bucks for your efforts. b o Tour de StrongLand Sponsor Tribute

YOUR | DEAS ARE NEEDED FOR THE CHAMBERGSS WAfRSSIISveork PLAN

Right now is the time to fill out the A Penny for Your Thoughts ¢ form and return it to o Members With Something to Say

the StrongLand Chamber Office so that we can take your responses and use them to . . N

determine the 2010St r ongLand Chamber of ComWesinceelys | P1GAMEY Sl gnerso Hall oween

need your good ideas, so please take the time to fill out the enclosed form and mail it to:
the StrongLand Chamber of Commerce at 1129 Industrial Park Road, Box 10 Suite 108,
Vandergrift, PA. or you can fax it back by slipping it into your machine and punching in
724-845-5428.

The StrongLand Chamber Board is has scheduled a Strategic Planning Retreat in No-
vember to tackle tough issues regarding the economy and your responses will help us get
a clear picture of what we are doing well and what we need to do to improve. Your com-
ments, ideas and suggestions are, not only welcomed, but necessary to carrying out a
meaningful short and long range plan. b

o StrongNet; Where Members Meet to Network

e StrongLand Tab Advertising Opportunity

e StrongLand Survey

o Alle-Kiski Job Fair

e Armstrong County Tourist Bureau Upcoming
Events

« Penn State New Kensington Upcoming Events

iA Penn



The StrongLand QuickLetter Page 2

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

STRONGLAND MEMBERS URGED TO CHECK YOUR WEB LISTING

éDI D YOU KNOW WE CAN LI
The StrongLand Membership and Marketing Committees

NK CUSTOMERS TO YOUR SITE?
would like you to take a few minutes to make sure

that consumers are getting an filup to datedo and correct
go to www.strongland.organd c¢ hec k y ou MenibérBitectayg ounhdemakRe sure that ou
the public how to reach you. By the way, you can, also, have us include a link to your website simply by telling us
| g your correct site address. This is an important benefit of Chamber Membership you need to take advantage of.
The recently developed and popular StrongLand Website can be used like an additional marketing tool for your business only if we
have the correct information about you. The time you spend keeping us updated can actually addtoyouri b ot t o m \We do Bot O
have the ability to update your files without your providing the new information. Do not assume that your business_listing on the
Ch a mb eWebsie is current, so il ¢ h eitcoku tright away, and avoid losing any prospective customers . Call us at 724-845-
5426 or e-mail us at strongland@windstream.net __ with your needed changes. Note: By the way, we are pleased to announce that
Byers Taxi won the advertisersdéd drawing to bebfeatured on the co
STRONGLAND WORKS WITH ALLE -KISKI ORGANIZATIONS TO PRESENT, THE SECOND
ANNUAL, ALLE -KI1 SKI JOB FAI R AT PENN STATE NEMPLRERS| NG
WANTED
Are you looking for a new and inexpensive way to find suitable employees for your company without
going far from home? In that case, for only $150 dollars, | advise you to look into the newest and perhaps
least expensive way to do an employee search by participating in the Alle -Kiski Job Fair. On Wednesday,
October 8 ', 2009, from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m., the StrongLand Chamber will join the Alle -Kiski Career Link
and Penn State New Kensington in hosting nearly 40 employers and hundreds of interested and qualified
job seekers at the Penn State New Kensington Athletics Center (Field House) at their campus in Upper
Burrell on Route 780. The event is open to all local businesses including health care, financial institutions,
manufacturing, staffing agencies just to mention a few. To find out more about the low cost and how you can participate, contact 724-
334-8600 and talk to the people at Career Link. (Please post enclosed flier for all to see.)p
STRONGLAND CHAMBER FOUNDATION LAUNCHES SEVEN WEEK PROGRAM TO
HELP HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS START A BUSINESS .
What more appropriate program for a Chamber to sponsor, than to help local high school students actually see
what is involved in starting_ up a business . With more than 300 business members, seven public school districts
and numerous post-secondary colleges, universities and trade schools, the StrongLand Chamber is in the perfect
position to move forward with its dynamic new Entrepreneural Program for 10 11" and 12" graders . That 6s
right, beginning in October and running for seven weeks, the StrongLand Chamber will teach a group of, up to, 18
students about the | egal and practical fiins and outso of

Students will be selected for the program based on their genuine desire to become entrepreneurs and will not only practice building a
business plan, but will actually have individual businesses up and running by the end of the sessions. A team of instructors will
help the students discover what knowledge, skills and abilities they each possess and turn those into an actual business. Hobbies,
interests or academic strengths , with the help of this program, will become something that students can build into a life long career.
F&M Bank has provided us with an outstanding Educational improvement Tax Credit which we will use to its fullest advantage to help
studentsintheAiWonder f ul Wor | dbof Business. o

HOMEXPO SI GN UPSé LAST CALL FOR 2009 HOME SHOW REPEATS

at the Galleria at Pittsburgh Mills. St r ongLand Member s, who were not in | as

the new 2010 HomExpo, February 12", 13", and 14™, can reserve a site by calling us after October 1% at 724-

845-5426. The price to be in the show is the same asitwas lastyear, $575 f or a b amth.cThd 06 X
price includes your covered table and chairs, paper basket, business sign and pipe and drape around your booth. Your company6 s
name and booth |l ocation will appe aDiffering levels ®f spousership 6ese ajsaavailable d pr ogr
which will give your business even greater recognition. For more information you can call us at 724-845-5426t o g etto pido nof t h e
Alle-K'i s ki Regi onds | artpetld Strongland élomExpg at they Galtetia,at Pittsburgh Mills. 50,000
customers att ended | ast yeards event. With todayds mar ket the way it
|l arge pool of regional customers we have built up ové&r the HomEXx

Vehicle Lettering & Graphics
Logo Desigh & Reproduction

iy

Magnetic Signs & Banners
¢y Parking & Traffic Signs
Engraved Signs s Storefronts
LY IR Ly IO 1) [ENCIETED ADA Sign Systems » Carved Signs

AD\/ERT|5|NG1E

(724)224-5008
wWww.graysigns.com

K
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STRONGLAND TABLOID TO APPEAR IN THE OCTOBER 20 "VALLEY NEWS DI SPATCH¢
CELEBRATE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MONTH AND CEL EBRA"TYEARSOFR C 6sS 2

SERVING BUSINESS

The Chamber Month Section in the Valley News Dispatch will, not only raise public awareness of the StrongLand

Chamber 6 divetyears of seyvice, but willhonorthe Cha mber 6 s Ch ar.tBecausd/dad threbsignifisance

of the special StrongLand section in the paper, we truly need your support and sponsorship . We hope that if you

have an advertising budget, you may channel some of it to help us produce this informational and interesting piece.

Pleasetake afi f r e s h atlthe duced rates being offered to StrongLand Members by the Valley News Dispatch in

honor of Local Chamber of Commerce Month  and our 25 ™ Anniversary . We hope to make t hilseetnd otr mat
ibest one evero to call attention to our area and hel pwsgSadiam, r eco

to your participation in this important information section in the newspaper. b

STRONGLAND 25 ™ ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL DINNER

A FRESH NEW WAY TO CELEBRATE OUR SILVER ANNIVERSARY!!!
Twenty-f i ve yeardés ago, this month, four chamberds
more unified professional approach to marketing businesses in the region. This is when the Apollo,
Leechburg, Vandergrift and Lower Burrell Chambers of Commerce decided that it was time to join
forces and form the StrongLand Chamber of Commerce. 25 years later, the Chamber has grown to its
present size and offers just about every business program imaginable. Because of its commitment to its
members, the StrongLand Annual Dinner Committee  has decidedtofi p u | | o u andadkethist op s 0O
year6s Annual Dinner the best one we have ever had. Theyemweci de
Celebration and Fun.

wer e

We have hired professional entertainers, i Si d e B yto bBng goa @n evening that you will truly enjoy and remember for some

time to come. We have moved the event to a Friday night, in hopes that you and your guest(s) will be able to have a great time
without worrying about anot her Ilaubs Hall eos the odedopk ahdvesFaedport, as\Whbadkwdmp fere | e c t
fan evening wWeldbvel assed a gour met caterer to make sur edinnehat eve.l
ANew Yor k Pi ano iBexpandecte popideiplenty®f quality networking time before you are seated for dinner and we

even plan to have dancing with live and recorded music following the dinner. By the way, as dinner is concluding, we will present a
special tribute to the fAigolden show tunes of Broadway olfyfoou dyoonuért
want to be left out, pick up the phone (dial 724-845-5426) and make your reservation today! b

LAKV CLASS BEGI NSé. STRONGLAND PROVIDES TulTIoN To Leadershin
| |

NEW ADULT STUDENTS WHO ARE EMPLOYEES OF STRONGLAND MEMBERS. o
Leadership Alle -KiskiValley ( LAKV), the regioné6s only adult | eade [ Alle-Kiski ™

announced its new class roster for the 2009-2010 year. This has turned out to be the largest class they have Valley

had in more than five years.  With 20 leadership students, this class will kick off with a team building retreat at a

Laur el Hi ghl ands Camp and Conference Center. This yearod6s cl ass
. Helen Anderson, Meadow Lake Manor . Linda Jaskolka, AlleKiski Medical Center

. Jennifer Dombroski, First National Bank . James Kuemmerle, Armstroitigdiana MH/MR

. Robert Edwards, Lenape Technical School . Julie Lockhart, Visiting Nurses Association

. Melissa Elko, ACMH . Lyn Marchwinski, Westmoreland Intermediate Unit

. Jacquelyn Fellowes, Mary Queen of Apostles School «  Chad McCutcheon, McCutcheon Enterprises, Inc.

. Tamara Girardi, New Kensington Rotary

. Brian Hough, Visiting Nurses Association

. Susan Wells, Highmark

. Sara McGuire, Vandergrift Improvement Project

Lindsey Smith, Allegheny Health & Rehabilitation Center
Allison Schaltenbrand, Trib Total Media

Larissa Yates, Adagio Health

Lori Harvey, Penn State Electro Optics Center

Wedre proud of the men and women who have given of their time to
announce that Sara McGuireand Larissa Yatesret hi s year 6s StrongLand LAKV Schol arship re
Besides the retreat, the year long program includes a series of monthly, all day sessions dealing with leadership skills as they apply to

volunteer and community organizations. Those wishing more infornm
www.lakv.org or you can call your Chamber Office for more details. | t ribtstoo soon to think about next y e a rcléss for you or

one of your employees. P

HAVEerners.
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